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Questionnaire on the Mid-Term Review of the International Arrangement on Forests  

 

Introduction 

In accordance with its programme of work, the UN Forum on Forests at its seventeenth session 

(UNFF17) adopted an omnibus  resolution. The annex to this resolution contains the actions to be taken 

in preparation for the Midterm Review (MTR) of the International Arrangement on Forests (IAF). The 

resolution calls for these actions to be implemented in a transparent and independent manner, and in 

close consultation with Members of the Forum, as well as the Collaborative Partnership on Forests 

(CPF) member organizations and other relevant stakeholders.  To facilitate the process, the UNFF 

Secretariat has hired several consultants to assist in the preparation of background papers and 

assessments. This questionnaire is prepared by the consultants to solicit views from UNFF national 

focal points and representatives of relevant stakeholders, for use in their assessments.  You are kindly 

invited to send your responses to the UNFF Secretariat at: unff@un.org, with copy to yan.lang@un.org 

by 30 September 2022.  

*** 

Name of the Respondent:  Mr. Ainsley A Henry, JP  
CEO & Conservator of Forests, 
UNFF Focal point. 
Name of country/organization: Jamaica/ Forestry Department  
E-mail:   ceo@forestry.gov.jm 
 
A. Questions related to the United Nations Forum on Forests and its members 
 
Question A-1: Considering the objectives of the IAF, what progress has been made by the UNFF and 
its Members towards:   
 

a. Implementation of sustainable management of all types of forests?  
Progress is detailed in UNFF reports which show progress of member states. 
 

b. Enhancing cooperation, coordination, coherence, and synergies on forest-related issues at all 
levels?  Annual UNFF forums, Expert and Collaborative partnership meetings allow/provide 
access to member countries for enhanced corporation.  
 

c. Promoting North-South, South-South, triangular cooperation, public-private partnerships, and 
cross-sectoral cooperation at all levels? Annual UNFF forums, Expert and Collaborative 
partnership meetings allow/provide access to member countries for enhanced corporation.   
 

d.  Strengthening forest governance frameworks and means of implementation, in accordance 
with the United Nations Forest Instrument (UNFI) – Work to revise reporting template and 
support national reporting to forum.  
 

e. Strengthening long-term political commitment to the achievement of the IAF objectives? 
Engagement of political leaders at HLPF. 

 
Question A-2: Could you list the objectives that have not been achieved, and how can this be 
improved?  It is believed that progress has been made towards all objectives.  Promotion of 
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corporations (North -South, Triangular etc) could be improved/enhanced by leveraging greater 
opportunities for regional collaboration. 
 
Questions A-3: Has the IAF beyond 2015 been operating in a transparent, effective, efficient, and 
accountable manner? YES 
 
Question A-4:  Considering the functions of the UNFF in paragraph 3 of resolution 2015/33, 

https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N15/259/77/PDF/N1525977.pdf?OpenElement


 
 

3 
 

Question B-3: What are your suggestions to enhance the effectiveness of the UNFF Secretariat in 
carrying out its functions and in making progress towards the objectives of the international 
arrangement on forests, and enhance collaboration and synergies, and reduce duplication? More 
sensitisation of policy programmes and have high level political forums.  Create instrument for 
Ministerial level commitments at HLPF and monitor this- every five years could be considered. 
 
C. Questions related to the Collaborative Partnership on Forests 
 
Question C-1: Since 2015 what is your assessment of the extent of progress on CPF’s contribution to 
the IAF objectives as defined in ECOSOC resolution 2015/33? The CPF contribution has been strong 
and engaging.  Recognising that for many member states however agriculture is not twinned with 
forestry more opportunities/collaboration and technical support for engagement of both sectors could 
be explored. 

 
Question C-2: In the table below kindly indicate your assessment of the effectiveness, impact and 
added value of the activities, in particular, Joint Initiatives of the CPF as outlined in its workplan (2017-
2020).  
 

Item Key CPF activities as 
outlined in its 2017-
2020 Workplan 

In your view what has been 
the effectiveness of CPF in 
the following areas (please 
explain)  

In your view what has been 
the Impact and value-added 
of the CPF in the following 
areas (please explain) 

1 Contributions to UNFF 
documents & sessions 

Support to focal points with 
preparation of national 
reports; resource materials 
and technical support 

Good impact. Value through 
technical support/assistance 
(forums, expert meetings, 
workshops) 

2 Streamlining forest 
reporting 

Support to focal points with 
format for national reports. 
Work with UNFF to revise 
reporting format. Publication 
of Flagship report 

Good impact. Value through 
technical support/assistance 
(forums, expert meetings, 
workshops)  

3 Global Forest Expert 
Panel 

Technical support provided is 
effective 

Good impact. Value through 
technical support/assistance 
(forums, expert meetings, 
workshops) 

4 Global Forest 
Information Service 

  

5 CPF meetings, side 
events & OLIs 

Meetings provided critical 
support to countries and 
provided 
opportunities/platforms for 
knowledge sharing. 

Value through technical 
support/assistance (forums, 
expert meetings, workshops) 

7 CPF Communicators 
network 

  

8 Forest Landscape 
Restoration 

 Technical documents/ session  

10 Forest Finance 
Facilitation 

Support provided allowed 
Jamaica to leverage financing 
opportunities. 

Technical assistance, Funding 
to support the GFFFN 
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F. Questions related to the implementation of the United Nations strategic plan for forests 2017ʹ
2030 
 
Question F-
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I. Questions related to the involvement of regional and subregional partners 
 
Question I-1: 


