ASSESSMENT OF THE INTERNATIONAL ARRANGEMENT ON FORESTS
IN PREPARATION FOR THE MIDTERM REVIEW OF ITS EFFECTIVENESS BY THE UN FORUM ON
FORESTS

Topic I: Involvement of regional and subregional partners.

Consultant: Mafa E. CHIPETA [emchipeta@gmail.com; Tel/whatsapp: +265995810255; alternate:
+27724364934]

Greetings from Malawi; my name is Mafa Chipeta, contacting you as a consultant for the UNFF Secretariat-
managed independent Assessment of the International Arrangement on Forests in Preparation for the
Midterm Review of its Effectiveness by the UN Forum on Forests. | have been retained by the UNFF
Secretariat to contribute material under topic | (Involvement of regional and subregional partners) and
topic J (Involvement of major groups and other relevant stakeholders). My draft report should be
practically in final by mid-November 2022.

Under cover of a 9 August 2022 letter, UNFF18 Chair Zephyrin Maniratanga (copy attached separately)
already sent you a consolidated questionnaire that covers all aspects of the ongoing assessment. | assume
you have already received that consolidated questionnaire so my contacting you is to build on it (so far
only government replies have started to come in).

| now appeal to you to give any IAF assessment-relevant supplementary material for the period since
UNFF12;. | believe that your replies will simply sharpen what you may already have included in
responding to the UNFF18 Chair’s questionnaire.

Section J: HIGHLIGHT QUESTIONS

[DO NOT FEEL OBLIGED TO REPLY TO THESE
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Partnership on Forests (CPF), and (c) Regional and Subregional Partners in all or selected regions of the
world, with top 3 suggestions each for improving them further?

(@) Member Countries Governments
ACTO is an intergovernmental organization formed by the eight Amazon countries: Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia,
Ecuador, Guyana, Peru, Suriname, and Venezuela, which signed the Amazon Cooperation Treaty (ACT),
becoming the only socio-environmental bloc in Latin America.

Strategic partners: various ministries or institutions responsible for the MCs, such as Ministries of Foreign
Affairs, Ministries of the Environment, Forestry Directorates and other authorities and entities of the eight
Member Countries.

ACTO works through the coordination and articulation of the Permanent Secretariat (PS/ACTO) whose main
roles and functions are to facilitate the exchange, knowledge, cooperation, and joint projection among the
Member Countries to fulfill the mandates of the Amazon Cooperation Treaty. Therefore, it is:

l

Articulating: consensus is generated among Member Countries to enable the implementation of
activities, programs and projects involving national, regional, and international actors.

Facilitator: establishes spaces for political and technical dialogue among the Member Countries to
ensure that the mandates granted are fulfilled, including issues of interest in international forums
such as those related to climate change, forests, biological diversity, and international trade in
endangered species of wild fauna and flora.

Coordinator: regionally administers and manages the execution of activities, programs and projects
based on the mandates of the Member Countries.

Manager of regional and international cooperation support: financial sources are identified to carry
out specific activities of a regional nature that have been entrusted to it based on the priorities of
the Member Countries, with full respect for national sovereignty and promoting South-South
cooperation.

Executor of programs and projects: progress is being made in the process of consolidating ACTO as
an agency for executing regional programs and projects.

Generator of regional information: regional reference information for the Amazon is produced
from an exchange of experiences and knowledge of the Member Countries.
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European Commission

Indigenous Peoples in Border Regions, with a focus on
Traditional Knowledge and Health in Border Regions (2016 -
2019)%°

Contingency Plan for the Protection of Health in Highly
Vulnerable Indigenous Peoples and in Initial Contact (2020 -
2023)%6

IDB- ACTO Technical Assistance Project. ACTO is developing with
the IDB the "Regional Action Plan for Drinking Water, Basic
Sanitation and Solid Waste Management in the Amazon Region".

Amazon Regional Platform of Indigenous Peoples and Local
Communities in the ACTO Framework (2022 -2023). See
footnote 12.

The PS/ACTO participates in the Expert Group Meetings on
Forest Fires in Latin America and the Caribbean promoted
through the Joint Research Center/JRC and the Foreign Policy
Instruments Service/FPI Regional Team Americas, in



Question |-2: What are prime examples of regional and subregional partners successfully
contributing to the practical achievement of GFGs under the UNSPF 2017-
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bescardo@inbar.int; jdurai@inbar.int;

wmlu@inbar.int;
Low Forest Cover Countries Secretariat (Tehran Process of) — LFCCs
jafarimostafa@yahoo.com;mojal102@yahoo.com;

mostafajafari@rifr-ac.ir;

African, Caribbean and Pacific Group of States (ACP)
info@acp.int; desta@acp.int; sg@acp.int; vgnassounou@acp.int; githinji@acp.int;
edmund.jackson@acp.int; josephine@acp.int;

African Union
NyambeH@africa-union.org;

SackoJ@africa-union.org;

Southern African Development Community — SADC
registry@sadc.int; mchakanga@sadec.int; dkahatano@sadc.int;smulonga@sadc.int;

West African Monetary and Economic Union — UEMOA
commission@uemoa.int;
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