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Executive summary

Vietnam has about 33.1 million ha of natural lands and 97.58 million persons (GSO,
2020). Total of forest and forestry land is 17.99 million ha, accounted for 54.4 % of total natural
lands. In which the areas with forests is 14,677 million ha, corresponding forest cover is 42.01%
in 2020 that increased 1.5 times higher than that in 1990 (MARD, 2020). Through the long historical
development process, the national forestry has obtained a great achievement as demonstrated by the
total value of export forestry products which was over US$ 13.2 billion in 2020 ranking Vietnam 5
in the world and 2™ in Asia in term of exporting wood and forest products, the forest sector has
contributed to 31% of total value export of agricultural products in Vietham and reached to 5% of
total value of national export and attracted about 20 million labors in the country (VNFOESRT,
2020). Today, Vietnam forestry is identified as an important economic sector that plays a vital role
on watershed and environmental protection, biodiversity and landscape conservation. In addition,
Vietnam forestry also contributes to national economic development by providing forestry products
for domestic consumption, limitation and mitigation of natural disasters, creating jobs and
improvement livelihood of local people living in the remote areas.

To promote sustainable forestry development, Vietnam government has issued many
important policies such as Forestry Protection and Development Law in 2004, Forestry Law in
2017, Planning Law in 2017, Vietnam Forestry Development Strategy in 2006 and just renewed in
2020, Planning Systems of Specially Used Forest in 2014 etc. All those policies have focused on
promoting sustainable forestry management (SFM) aimed at contributing to national economic
and social development, poverty reduction, ensuring national security, environmental protection,
biodiversity conservation and combating climate change.

Vietnam’s national forest policies are mostly in line with United Nations Strategic for
Forests (UNSPF) 2017-2030 however a review was conducted to identify gaps in policies and data
availability for monitoring, assessment and reporting. This work was carried out as part of
capacity building efforts in Vietnam that included a Gap Analysis






The outcome of this study is a report of the Inventory of Information sources and Gap
Analysis and includes recommendations as to how the identified gaps in the data sources within
the national forest policies and programs.

The methodology applied included:

Desk study: In order to carry out the assignment, the key policies and programs of the
forestry sector involved in SFM were reviewed. These included polices and programs
from the Government to the Ministry of Agricultural Rural Development (MARD) and
Vietnam Forestry Administration (VNFOREST) and other NGOs. The analysis also

also



relevant stakeholders.

This report was developed on the basis of both the general structure suggested by the
UNFFS consultant and adjustments were made according to the situation in Vietnam. The
structure of the report is therefore composed of six chapters.

Chapter 1: Provides a general introduction and background including the rational of the
assignment and the methodology used.

Chapter 2: Provides a national profile and general information on Vietnam including
natural condition, social-economic and resources conditions.

Chapter 3: Covers f orest resources and management. It provides information and data
on forest classification, forest and forestry lands, change of forest and administration forest in
Vietnam.

Chapter 4: Covers Vietnam’s national forest policies including Forestry Law and other
decrees, circulars and decisions related to the forest sectors and other important forest policies.

Chapter 5: Identifies gaps and the monitoring framework based on the forest policies
review identify appropriate data gaps related to the targets of the Global Forest Goals.

Chapter 6: Conclusions and recommendations. In this chapter, the general conclusions
and recommendations on how to address the gaps and improve upon the information needs. The
chapter also provides recommends on the future policies formation towards to 2025 and vision
for 2030 in line with GFGs .



Chapter 2: National profile

» Geographical location

Vietnam is located in the Eastern part of the Indochina peninsula, bordering China to the
North, Laos and Cambodia to the West with a long land border of 4,550 km, and facing the
Eastern Sea (South China Sea) and the Pacific to the East and the South. As showed on the
map, Vietnam is an S-shaped long strip of land, stretching from 23°23’ to 8°27° North latitude.
The country’s total length is 1,650 km from the northernmost point to the southernmost point. Its
width, stretching from the Eastern coast to the Western border, is about 500 km at the widest part
and 50 km at the narrowest part.

 Topographical condition

Vietnam has a diverse topography. The country’s territory is made up of hills, mountains,
deltas, coastal lines and continental shelf, reflecting the long history of geology and topography
formation in a monsoon, humid climate and a strongly weathered environment. The topography is
lower from the Northwest to the Southeast, which is clearly shown in the flows of major rivers.
Three quarters of Vietnam’s territory are made up of low mountains and hilly regions. Regions
with elevation less than 1,000 meters above sea level make up 85% of the territory. Mountainous
regions over 2,000 meters above sea level only accounted for 1% of total lands. Mountain ranges
and hills form a large bow facing the Eastern Sea with 1,400 km length from the Northwest to the
Southeast. The highest mountain ranges are all located in the West and Northwest. Fan Xi Pan
Peak, with a height of 3,143 meters, is considered the roof of Indochina. Nearer to
the Eastern Sea the mountain range is lower and ends with a coastal strip of lowland. From Hai
Van pass to the South, the topography is less complex. A long limestone mountain range is
replaced by large granite mountains followed by a vast plateau known as the Central Highlands
behind Truong Son range to the East.

« Climate condition

Vietnam is located in the tropical and temperate zone. Therefore, Vietnam’s climate is
characterized by high temperature and humidity all year round and it changes by seasons and by
regions from the lowland to highland, from North to South and from East to West. There are two
major climate regions in Vietnam. Northern Vietnam (from Mong Cai to Hai Van pass) has a
tropical monsoon climate with four distinguishable seasons (spring, summer, autumn and winter)
and is influenced by the highly humid Northwest monsoon from the Asian mainland and
Southeast monsoon from Thailand and Laos and the Eastern Sea. Southern Vietnam (from Hai
Van pass to Ha Tien) has moderate tropical climate given the weak influence of monsoons and is
characterized by dry and rainy seasons and warm weather all year round. In summer, the average
temperature is 25°C (Ha Noi 23°C, Hue 25°C, Ho Chi Minh City 26°C). In winter, temperature



in the North reaches the lowest in December and January. In Northern mountainous regions such
as Sa Pa, Tam Dao and Hoang Lien Son, the temperature is sometimes down to 0°C with snow.

Vietnam’s climate is also characterized by a considerable amount of sunshine with the
number of sunny hours varying between 1,400 and 3,000 hours per year. The average rainfall
each year stands between 1,500 mm and 2,000mm. Air humidity is 80%. Given the influence of
monsoon and complex topography, Vietnam is often prone to natural disasters such as storms,
floods and droughts (each year, the country suffers from 6 to 10 tropical storms). The diversity of
climate and topographical conditions making the country has diversity of forest types and rich in
biodiversity.

* Population

In 2020, Vietnam’s population was estimated at 97.58 million persons. Close to thirty-six
million (35.93 million people) or 36.82% of the population live in urban areas while 61.65
million people (63.18%) live in rural areas. Further, 49.8% of the population are male while
50.20% are female (GSO, 2020).
» Demographic information

Fifty-four ethnic groups live in Vietnam. The largest is Kinh (85.3% of total population),
followed by Tay (1.9%), Thai (1.8%), Muong (1.5%), Hmong (1.4%) and Khmer (1.3%). The
rest of the ethnic minorities make up 6.8% of the population. Most of ethnic minorities live in
rural and mountainous areas and depend on forests for their livelihoods (GSO, 2020).
» Administrative system/division

According to GSO 2020, Vietnam has 63 prov



Figure 3.GDP per capita of Vietnam from 2010 to 2020

Figure 1: GDP per capital of Vietnam from 2010 to 2020
(Sources from GSO 2010



- Specially used forest 2,203.50

1.3 Water surface land for fishing 795.3
1.4 Land for salt production 17.0
1.5 Other agricultural lands 37.8
1 Non-agricultural land 3,773.80
2.1 Homestead land 721.7
2.2 Specially used land 1,893.20
2.3 Rivers and specialized water surfaces 984.8
2.4 Others 1741
i Unused land 2,060.40

(Updated 31/12/2018; sources: GSO 2020)
 Agricultural production
According to GSO (2020), production of cereals recorded 47.3 million tons nationwide, of
which paddy production reached 42.8 million tons, spring paddy production reached 19.9 million
tons; autumn paddy production reached 14.8 million tons; winter paddy production gained 8.1
million tons. The following numbers were production records of several perennial crops and



800 species of birds, 180 species of reptiles, 80 species of amphibians, 2,400 species of fish and
5,000 species of insects. Dense forests, limestone mountain forests, and multi-canopied forests
provide habitats of different species of monkeys, languors, gibbons and wild cats. Vietnamese
forests have typical monkey species such as white-headed languors, delacours languors and black
languors. Likewise, there are valuable species of birds such as pheasants and pheinardia ocellata.
The high mountains in the North have many furred wild animals like selenartos, small bears, big
black squirrels, foxes, otters and civet cats (MARD, 2021).

* Poverty rate

Vietnam is a successful country for poverty reduction. Since 2016, Vietnam applied new
regulation on estimating poverty according to Decision N0.59/2015/QD-TTg of Prime Minister
which examines poverty focusing on health care, education, living condition, information
approach and social support. According to new standard, poverty rate in 2016 was estimated at
9.9% and reduced to 5.3% in 2019 and 4.8% in 2020 (UNDP, 2020). Most poor people live in
rural, mountainous areas and work in the agricultural sector, including forestry, fishery and
cultivation; and experience food insecurity, poor infrastructure (electricity, road and water
supply) and poor housing.

Poor people especially who living in mountainous areas are faced with many challenges
for their livelihood development. Firstly, due to their low income, they are unable to purchase
high



facilities;
f  Promote research and efficient use of natural resources;
f Expand agricultural, forestry, fishery activities and extension activities in a

manner that is suitable to production conditions in different areas in a way that is
responsive to the demand of poor people;

I Develop fisheries and diversify aquaculture;

I Develop a disaster prevention strategy to minimize losses; and

I Stabilize livelihoods and production in disaster-prone areas.
The strategy also recognizes the importance of land
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tree species receive a support of up to VND 1.6 million per hectare per year in the first three
years and VND 600,000 for the subsequent next three years for tending forest. The support is to
be decided by chairpersons of provincial-
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that has lost forest due to slash-and-burn, forest fire or exhaustion;
b. Post-harvest forest: forest that has been exploited for timber or
other forest products.

2.3. Plantation forest « Forests formed by human cultivation, including;
a. New planted forests on land without forests;
b. Replanted forests after the exploitation of planted forests;
c. Natural regenerated forest from exploited plantations.

3. Classification forest based on site condition

3.1. Forest in mountain e Forests grow on the hills and mountains.

land

3.2. Forest in rocky e Forests develop on rocky mountains, or on exposed rocky areas
mountain with no or very little soil on the surface.

3.3. Flooded forest o Forests grow on areas regularly flooded or periodically

submerged.
a. Mangrove forest: It is a coastal developed forest and large

12



Unit: ha

Specially used Protection  Production
Types of forests Total pectally ! Hetl
forests forests forest

Total forest areas 14,677,215 2,173,231 4,685,504 7,818,480
I. Based on origin 14,677,215 2,173,231 4,685,504 7,818,480
1. Natural forest 10,279,185 2,081,425 4,070,519 4,127,240
2. Plantation forest 4,398,030 91,805 614,985 3,691,240
I1. Based on site
condition 14,677,215 2,173,231 4,685,504 7,818,480
1. Forest in mountain land 13,416,393 1,852,963 4,046,125 7,517,305
2. Forest in rocky 973,241 281,338 498,639 193,264
3. Flooded forest 238,954 38,/Art
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Unit: 1,000 ha

Classified in 3 types of forest

Speciall . )
No Items P y Protection Production
Total used
forests forests
forests
Sum 17,995.5 2,378.7 5,762.3 9,854.5
Proportion (%) 100.0 13.2 32.0 54.8
| Land with forest 13,919.6 2,164.7 4,609.7 7,145.1
1 Natural forest 10,279.2 2,081.4 4,070.5 4.127.2
2  Plantation forest 3,640.4 83.3 539.2 3,017.9
1 Land without forest 4,076.0 213.9 1,152.6 2,709.4
New planted forest but not yet become
1 757.7 8.5

a forest
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forest restoration programs and projects have been implemented including: the Greening the hills
program 327 (1995-1998); Five Million Hectares Reforestation Program (5MHRP) (code 661)
(1998-2010); Forest protection and development program (2010-2020); and Sustainable forest
development program; and other forest recover programs (WB, JICA, GTZ). As a result, the
country’s forest cover has continuously increased from 39.7% in 2011 to 42.01% in 2020
(MARD, 2020).

Years Forest area (unit: ha) The forest areas Forest
Natural forest Plantation Total forest to calculate cover (%)
forest areas forest cover
2011 10,285,383 3,229,681 13,515,064 13,138,100 39.7
2012 10,423,844 3,438,200 13,862,043 13,463,600 40.7
2013 10,398,160 3,556,294 13,954,454 13,558,474 41.0
2014 10,100,186 3,696,320 13,796,506 13,382,444 40.42
2015 10,157,519 3,886,337 14,061,856 13,520,984 40.84
2016 10,242,141 4,135,541 14,377,682 13,631,934 41.19
2017 10,236,415 4,178,966 14,415,381 13,717,981 41.45
2018 10,255,525 4,235,770 14,491,295 13,785,642 41.65
2019 10,292,434 4,316,786 14,609,220 13,864,223 41.89
2020 10,279,185 4,398,030 14,677,215 13,919,557 42.01
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Although planted forests have continuoued to increase in recent years, naturals forest
slightly decreased between 2019 and 2020 to 13,249ha due to over exploitation (estimated
account for 50%), conversion forestry land into agricultural land (estimated account for 20%);
nomadic practices and poverty (estimated account for 20%); forest fires and natural disasters
(estimated account for 10%). To conserve natural forests, Vietnam issued the Decree N0.83/ND-
CP, dated 15/7/2020 on amendment and supplement of some articles of Decree N0.156/ND-CP
dated 16/11/2018 on detailed guidance to enforce some articles in the Forestry Law. This policy
was formulated with very strictly regulations on natural forest conversion into other utilization
purpose.

There are 9 forest owners in Vietnam including: the Forest Management Board, economic
organizations, Communities, People committee at the Commune level, households and
individuals. Please see the table below for detailed information on forest owner:
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NO

17

Unit: 1,000 ha



In 1995, the first Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP1995) was issued after Vietnam became a
member of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) in 1994. BAP1995 became the
guideline for biodiversity conservation in Vietnam from 1995 to 2005. In 2005, the Ministry of
Natural Resources and Environment (MONRE) adopted the “Biodiversity Action Plan to 2010
with Vision to 2020” which was revised in 2011 to become the National Biodiversity Strategy to
2020, Vision for 2030. This strategy includes programs for Pa

18



Further, all national parks and conservation and protection forest areas have forest ranger
stations that are responsible for protecting their allocated forest areas.
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Vietnam
Government

Ministry of Natural
resource and
Environment -
Department of land
management;-
Department of
Environment

Ministry of
Agriculture and
Rural
Development-
Forest
Administration
(VNFOREST)

People committee
at Province level

Department of
Natural resource
and Environment
- Sub-Department

of land
management;

Department of
Agriculture and
Rural Development
- Sub-Department
of Forest

People committee
at District level

Natural resource
and Environment
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Chapter 4: State Policies on Forest

law
The Government of Vietnam issued the first Forest Protection and Development Law in
1991 and revised it in 2004 and 2016. In 2017, the new Forestry Law was adopted by
Vietnamese National Assembly. The law went into effect on 1/1/2019. T

21



16/11/2018. Following the instructions, the following six organizations have to pay money for
utilizing environment services: (1) hydroelectric plants; (2) water companies that supply pure
water; (3) industrial producing water companies; (4) organizations and individuals doing business
eco-tourism; (5) Aquaculture companies; (6) organizations and individuals doing business with
large greenhouse emission. However, there were only 4 of 6 organizations that paid money for
PES in 2020 (VNFOREST, 2020). According to the report from Vietnam forest protection and
development fund, in 2020, the total funds collected from 4 organizations was VND 2,818
million as follows:

- Hydroelectric plants: paid VND 2,697 million, accounted for 95.6% of total fund

- Supplying pure water companies: VND 99 million, accounted for 3.5% of total fund

- Organizations and individuals doing business eco-tourism: paid VND 16 million,
accounted for 0.6% of total fund

- Industrial producing water companies: paid VND 7 million accounted for 0.3% of total
fund.

These funds are important additional contributions to the state budget for forestry

development in Vietnam. Recently, Vietnam Government is promoting the enlarging application
of PES to relevant organizations using environmental services.

4.2.3. Vietnam Forestry Strategy Development period 2021-2030 and vision for 2050

According to Vietnam Forestry Strategy Development period 2021-2030 and vision 2050
issued by government in 2021:

» Forestry economy plays an important role in the national economy and forestry

development is expected to make significant contribution

22



* The
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Agreement, Vietnam is expected to reduce emissions of 10.3 million tons of CO; in the six in the
Northern C
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and forestry companies. However, those policies were issued before the Forestry Law
promulgated in 2019, that was reviewed, and the following gap were identified.

a) Biodiversity index

The biodiversity indexes were only presented in some sporadic research that were not
presented in official reports on biodiversity conservation at the national level. The quantitative
analysis of species diversity indices such as Importance Value Index (IVI), Shannon - Weiner
Index (H), Simpson’s Index (Cd), Sorensen’s Index (SI) are essential and integral for any
research activity of biodiversity and vegetation analysis. The quantitative analysis acts as an
important basis for biodiversity conservation and sustainable development. It has been widely
applied in many research projects that explore the

26
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There was lack of financial investment for (1) Seedling propagation by tissue and cell
techniques and other modern techniques on seedling propagation, (2) Research and apply the
machine- based, automation, biotechnology and new material for saving energy on high quality
Seedling production and afforestation and tending forest, (3) Research and apply the remote
sensing technology, information technology, and biotechnology on protection and management
of forest, (4) research and apply the modern techniques of wood harvesting and forest products
and inventory and monitoring forest resources

* For processing and trading of forest product

There was a gap of assistance financial support for (1) researching and applying the high
technology on processing and storing of wood and forest products, (2) assistance companies
making cooperation, joint venture and association with forest owners to create a large raw
material area and trading products, (3) developing for supporting industry on processing forest
products, (4) for

27



contributed to poverty reduction. Neither has here been any means to measure the number of
people who derived their livelihood or income from the forest goods and services.

5.1.5. Indicators for improvement quality of degraded natural forest
The improvement quality of degraded natural forests has appeare

28



species and geographic areas risk were not constructed. Thus, this policy lacks the criteria for
identifying species and risk geographic areas risk for importing wood from other countries into
Vietnam.
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Global Forest Goal 1: Reserve the loss of forest cover worldwide through SFM, including protection, restoration, afforestation and
reforestation, and increase efforts to prevent forest degradation and contribute to the global effort of addressing climate change.

Target Indicators for monitoring in Vietnam Remarks
1.1. Forest area is increased - Forest cover (%) - The data can gain from annual
by 3% worldwide reports of MARD. Vietnam

30




adaptive capacity of all types
of forests to natural disasters
and impacts of climate
change is significantly
strengthened worldwide.

- Increasing coastal afforestation (ha)
- Increasing mango forest plantation (ha)
- Increasing scatter tree plantation (trees)

Global Forest Goal 2: Enhance forest-based economic, social and environmental benefits, including by improving the livelihood of forest

dependent people.

2.1. Extreme poverty for all
forest dependent people is
eradicated.

- The rate of poverty reduction in rural and mountainous areas
- The rate of poverty reduction for forest dependent (gap data).
- Income of people living based on forest work.

31

- The data is not available in
annual report of MARD but it is
available in annual report of
GSO.

- Gap of data on poverty
reduction rate of forest
dependent people (only data of
that of whole the







long-term forest management
plans is significantly
increased.

b) Increasing the production forest with FSC and VFCS3
c) Total number of protected area staffs

3.3. The proportion of forest
products from sustainably
managed forests is
significantly increased.

a) Increasing the production forest with FSC and VFCS
b) Reducing in illegal logging from nature forest

- The number of illegal logging

- The total volume of illegal wood logging

- The data can gain from annual
reports of MARD

Global Forest Goal 4: Mobilize significantly increased, new and additional financial resources from all sources for the implementation of
SFM and strengthen scientific and technical cooperation and partnerships.

4.1. Mobilize significant
resources from all sources
and at all levels to finance
sustainable for forest
management and provide
adequate incentive to
developing countries to
advance such management,
including for conservation
and reforestation.

a) Increasing fund from central government and ODA
b) Increasing PES

c) Increasing fund from enterprises and companies

d) Increasing fund from REED"

4.2. Forest - related financing
from all sources at all levels,
including public (national,
bilateral, multilateral and

a) Increasing fund from central government and ODA and other sources
b) Increasing PES

- Number agencies provide PES

- Number agencies pay for PES

- Annual reports from MARD
has showed funds from
government, ODA, PES,
REED™ but not from enterprises
and companies however that
can obtain from NGO’s reports
or research subject.

3 VFCS is Vietnam Forest Certification Scheme that was established and operated under Vietnam Administration of Forestry of MARD and
approved by PEFC. Until 2019 Vietnam issued certification FSC for 266,974 ha of forests and 300,000 ha with VFSC in 2020. Vietnam
towards to apply sustainable forest management certificate for all forest currently managed by specially used forest management board,
protection forest management board and other organization with 7,216,889 ha as in decision N0.1288QD-TTg, dated 01/10/2018.

33







into their national sustainable
development plans and/or
poverty reduction strategies
is significantly increased.

c) National forest sustainable development program period 2021-2025.

the Government on poverty
reduction strategy
- From GSO.

5.2. Forest law enforcement
and governance are
enhanced, including through
significantly strengthening
national and subnational
forest authorities, and illegal
logging and associated trade
is significantly reduced
worldwide.

a) Reducing in illegal forest extraction and conversion

- Reducing in number of illegal logging/year

- Reducing in conversion natural forests into other purposes/year
- Reducing in area of forest removal/year

b) Reducing in forest fire

- Reducing in number of forest fire/year

- Reducing in areas forest damaged by fire/year

¢) Reducing in criminal handling in Forestry Law implementation

- The data can be sourced from
annual reports of MARD

5.3. National and subnational
forest- related policies and
programs are coherent,
coordinated and
complementary across
ministries, departments and
authorities, consistent with
national laws, and engage
relevant stakeholders, local
communities and indigenous
peoples, fully recognizing the
UN Declaration on the Rights
of Indigenous Peoples.

- Number of policies issued by MARD in which mention in the right of
indigenous people in SFM implementation.

- Mechanisms to involve stakeholders including local communities and
indigenous peoples in SFM policy formulation, planning and
implementation.

- The data can be sourced from
annual reports of MARD

5.4. Forest-related issues and
the forest sector are fully
integrated into decision-

- The right of forest land use
- Forest land allocation to households, communities and other
organizations

- The data can be sourced from
annual reports of MARD and
other NGOs

35




making processes of land use
planning and development.

- The forest areas managed by community (community forests)
- Certification of ownership forest and forest land

Global Forest Goal 6: Enhance cooperation, coordinator, coherence and synergies on forest - related issues at all levels, including within the
UN system and across CPF member organization, as well as across sectors and relevant stakeholders.

6.1. Forest - related
programmers within the UN
system are coherent and
complementary and integrate
the Global Forest Goal and
targets where appropriate.

- The number of policies related to SFM

- The number of forest areas getting FSC and VFCS

- The number of organization, agencies and privates getting FSC and
VFCS

-The data can be sourced from
annual reports of MARD.

6.2. Forest — related
programmers across CPF
member organization are
coherent and complementary
and together encompass the
multiple contributions of
forest and the forest sector to
the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development.

- Number of cross-policies of MARD with other Ministries such as
Ministry of Finance, Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment for
guidance investment for forest development.

- The data can be sourced from
annual reports of MARD

6.3. Cross - sectoral
coordination and cooperation
to promote SFM and halt
deforestation and forest
degradation is significantly
enhance at all levels.

a) Increasing in the areas of forests managed with SFM

- Increasing in number of forest ownerships make plans of SFM and
approved by government.

b) Number of cross policies of MARD with other Ministries such as
Ministry of Financial, Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment for
guidance investment for forest development.

- The data can be sourced from
annual reports of MARD

6.4. A great common
understanding of concept of
SFM is achieved and an
associated set of indicators is

- The set of national criteria for SFM has formulated and implemented

- The data can gain be sourced
from annual reports of MARD
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identified.

6.5. The input and
involvement of major groups
and other relevant
stakeholders in the
implementation of UNSPF
and in the work of the
Forum, including
intercessional work, is
strengthened.

- The action taken by the Government to involve major groups and other
relevant stakeholders in the implementation of the forest strategic plan.

- Number of households, forestry farms, communities, forest cooperative
and forest companies participate in SFM.

- The data can be sourced from
annual reports of MARD.
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Chapter 6: Conclusions and recommendations

In generally, Vietnam has issued many policies that are directly related to SFM and tended to
achieve the GFGs. Most data sets are available in the official reports from government offices and
other NGOs. However, gaps still exist in the following areas:

* Biodiversity index

* Rate of biodiversity loss

* Forest degradation index

* Poverty rate of forest dependent people

* Financial flow for biodiversity conservation in specially used forest, protected areas, and
production forests.

* Policies for large timber plantation, and domestic consumption market development for
wooden product, national strategy for wood processing industry and adaptation with technology 4.0
and setting up criteria for identifying risk species and risk geographic areas for importing wood from
other countries.

6.2.1. For data statistics

a) For Biodiversity index
It is necessary to invest in research to determine the biodiversity index, especially in specially
used forests and protection areas based on that formulating investment policy for species conservation,
landscape conservation and habitats in each forest areas.
b) Rate of biodiversity loss
It is necessary to invest in additional research on indicators of biodiversity loss in specially
used forests and other conservation areas in order to identify the causes of biodiversity loss and develop
appropriate solutions to prevent biodiversity loss.
c) Forest degradation index
It is necessary to study and put indicators for natural forest degradation so that there can be
solutions for forest restoration. Statistics on forest restoration areas should
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Appendix
1.

To implement the Forestry Law, Vietnam government has issued 5 decrees as follows.

» Decree N0.156/ND-CP dated 16/11/2018, issued by Vietnam government on detail guidance
to enforce some articles of Forestry Law.

» Decree N0.06/ND-CP dated 22/1/2019, issued by Vietnam government on management of
threatens, precious and rare of flora and fauna species and enforcement of international convention of
trading endangered wild animals and plants.

» Decree N0.01/ND-CP dated 1/11/2019, issued by Vietnam government on forest ranger and
specialized forces for forest protection.

» Decree N0.27/ND-CP dated 25/3/2021, issued by Vietnam government on management of
forest seedlings.

» Decree N0.83/ND-CP dated 15/7/2020, issued by Vietnam government on amendment and
supplement of some articles of Decree N0.156/ND-CP dated 16/11/2018 on detail guidance to enforce
some articles of Forestry Law.

* Decree N0.35/ND-CP dated 25/4/2019, issued by Vietnam government on regulations on
penalties for administrative illegal in the field of forestry.

2.

To enforce the Forestry Law and Decrees, Ministry of Agricultural and Rural Development
(MARD) has issued 12 circulars as follows:

* Circular N0.29/2018/TT-BNN-PTNT dated 31/12/2019, issued by the Ministry of Agricultural
and Rural Development on regulations of handling wild forest animal’s exhibit and wild forest animals
from organizations and individuals hand over to the government.

o Circular No0.27/2018/TT-BNN-PTNT, dated 16/11/2018, issued by the Ministry of
Agricultural and Rural Development on regulations of management and traceability of forestry
products.

e Circular N0.28/2018/TT-BNN-PTNT dated 16/11/2018, issued by the Ministry of Agricultural
and Rural Development on regulations of sustainable forest management.

e Circular N0.29/2018/TT-BNN-PTNT dated 16/11/2018, issued by the Ministry of Agricultural
and Rural Development on regulations of silvicultural techniques.

* Circular N0.30/2018/TT-BNN-PTNT dated 16/11/2018, issued by the Ministry of Agricultural
and Rural Development on the list of main forestry species for plantation, forestry variety and source
recognition and management of main forestry variety sources.
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e Circular N0.12/2019/TT-BNN-PTNT dated 25/10/2019, issued by the Ministry of Agricultural
and Rural Development on statistical regulations in the forestry field.
* Circular N0.13/2019/TT-BNN-
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