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A. UK Domestic Forestry

Trees and woodlands provide numerous environmental, economic, and social benefits. Managed
responsibly, they will continue to enhance our quality of life and that of future generations.
Currently, around 13% of the UK is covered by woodlands (3.2 million hectares), an increase from a
low point of approximately 5% in the early twentieth century. Woodlands occupy 13% land area in
the UK, 10% England, 19% in Scotland, 15% in Wales and 9% in Northern Ireland, as per Forestry
Statistics 2021.1 =22Rfl-yRa HIS (KSISF20S 1y 1yliS3Nl€ 02'Y Li2ySyl 2F (KS * Y0a fl-yRa0ILIS (K10 K1-4
evolved over several thousand years of changing land use. To maximise the benefits from woodlands
and the resources therein, the UK government has committed to an ambitious target of increasing
tree and woodland cover.


/esa/forests/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Global-Forest-Goals-booklet-Apr-2019.pdf
https://www.theccc.org.uk/
https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CBP-9084/CBP-9084.pdf

a) England - The England Trees Action Plan 2021 to 2024 (ETAP) committed to at least treble
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(KS *via 20501 (14035 27 Litl-ylly3 onIn00 hectares per year by the end of this Parliament.



https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/987432/england-trees-action-plan.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scotlands-forestry-strategy-20192029/documents/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fairer-greener-scotland-programme-government-2021-22/pages/6/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fairer-greener-scotland-programme-government-2021-22/pages/6/
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2018-06/woodlands-for-wales-strategy_0.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2018-06/woodlands-for-wales-strategy_0.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/england-woodland-creation-offer
https://gov.wales/written-statement-trees-and-timber

Woodland Carbon Guarantee: This is a £50 million scheme aimed to help accelerate
woodland creation by providing the option to sell carbon credits to the Government
or on the open market.

Urban Tree Challenge Fund: The initiative supports the D2@SllyY Sy up , S
Environment Plan and contributes to its pledge to plant one million urban trees by
2022. It was funded with £10 million in 2018, and the first and second rounds led to
the planting of some 134,000 new trees in urban areas in England. In the third
round, £6 million of funding from the Nature for Climate Fund was availed to
support the planting of 44,000 trees in 2021/22. The current cycle has a planting
budget of £3.8 million for the coming planting season of 2022/23.

Protected Areas: The Government announced in November 2020 that it was



https://www.gov.uk/guidance/woodland-carbon-guarantee
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/urban-tree-challenge-fund
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-commits-to-protect-30-of-uk-land-in-boost-for-biodiversity
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/80-million-fund-for-green-jobs-and-new-national-parks-to-kick-start-green-recovery
https://www.coolearth.org/queens-green-canopy/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/sustainable-farming-incentive-pilot
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/local-nature-recovery-more-information-on-how-the-scheme-will-work
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/landscape-recovery-more-information-on-how-the-scheme-will-work
https://forestry.gov.scot/support-regulations/forestry-grants
https://forestry.gov.scot/publications/108-the-forestry-grant-scheme-a-guide-to-grant-options-for-woodland-creation/viewdocument/108
https://forestry.gov.scot/publications/107-the-forestry-grant-scheme-a-guide-to-grant-options-for-existing-woodland-owners/viewdocument/107
https://forestry.gov.scot/publications/107-the-forestry-grant-scheme-a-guide-to-grant-options-for-existing-woodland-owners/viewdocument/107
https://www.gov.scot/publications/fairer-greener-scotland-programme-government-2021-22/pages/6/
https://gov.wales/glastir
https://gov.wales/national-forest-wales-woodland-investment-grant-twig
https://gov.wales/national-forest-wales-woodland-investment-grant-twig
https://gov.wales/national-forest-wales-woodland-investment-grant-twig
https://gov.wales/national-forest-wales-woodland-investment-grant-twig

d) Northern Ireland - Woodland creation in Northern Ireland is funded through the Rural
Development Programme of the Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs


https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/articles/daera-forestry-grants#:~:text=The%20Forest%20Expansion%20Scheme%20is,for%20a%2010%2Dyear%20period.
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/articles/daera-forestry-grants#:~:text=The%20Forest%20Expansion%20Scheme%20is,for%20a%2010%2Dyear%20period.
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/articles/daera-forestry-grants#:~:text=The%20Forest%20Expansion%20Scheme%20is,for%20a%2010%2Dyear%20period.

of a forest positive future, where agricultural production will be decoupled from deforestation. At
COP26, the UK:

f Secured commitments from over 30 financial institutions representing ~$8.7 trillion in AUM
to tackle commodity-driven deforestation impacts in their investment and lending
portfolios. The signatory organisations will individually create organisational plans,
milestones, and incentives to meet the proposed timelines, aligned with a Paris Agreement-
compliant 1.5°C pathway.

f Worked with regulators to secure acknowledgement of the risk that deforestation poses to
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https://www.factdialogue.org/fact-roadmap

5. The 30by30 Initiative

As part of our efforts to halt and reverse the loss of biodiversity and critical ecosystems, the UK is
actively championing the global commitment to protect at least 30% of the land and of the ocean by
2030 through a global network of Protected Areas and Other Effective area-based Conservation
Measures (OECMs). We are working closely with global partners to deliver an ambitious post-2020
global biodiversity framework (GBF) that includes the 30by30 global target for land and ocean at
CBD COP15in 2022. In support of the 30by30 target, the UK leads the Global Ocean Alliance (GOA)
and is the Ocean Co-Chair (alongside France and Costa Rica) of the High Ambition Coalition for
Nature and People (HAC). While the GOA champions the 30by30 ocean target, the HAC champions
30by30 for both land and ocean. As of March 2022, the GOA is over 70 countries strong and the HAC
is over 90 024zy/iNSa alii2y30 1 yRSI iKS ! Y0 tiSAIRSY0R ly Hnnm (KS DT also committed to supporting
the global 30by30 target, and to implement this domestically.

a) Ocean - Between the HAC and GOA, over 100 countries now support a 30by30 target for the
ocean, and we are inviting all countries to join us. Evidence indicates that effective
protection of at least 30% of the global ocean will help to reverse adverse ecological
impacts, preserve fish populations, increase resilience to climate change, and sustain long-
term ocean health. It also serves as a good example of a nature-based solution/ecosystem-
based approach. We believe that the global network of MPAs should include both highly
protected sites and those that deliver conservation outcomes alongside sustainable
economic activities (i.e. the sustainable use of resources). It is also important that those
areas outside national jurisdiction are included in the delivery of this global target. That is
why the UK is also seeking the final agreement of a new Treaty under the UN Convention on
the Law of the Sea, for the conservation and sustainable use of marine biological diversity in
areas beyond national jurisdiction.

b) Land: The UK recognises that a variety of area-based conservation approaches will be
needed to achieve the 30by30 target, including providing support to strengthen and expand
protected and conserved areas, and to explore the potential to complement these areas
through OECMs. OECMs are a way of recognising areas for which nature conservation is not
necessarily the primary management objective, but where nature is nevertheless effectively
conserved. In line with the COP26 IPLC Forest Tenure Joint Donor Statement, the UK is
committed to including and consulting indigenous people and local communities (IPLCS) on
the implementation of the CBD post 2020 global biodiversity framework (GBF) in such a way
as to ensure the respect, preservation and maintenance of knowledge, innovations, and
sustainable practices of Indigenous Peoples, including through strengthening land tenure
systems and protecting their land and resource rights in accordance with relevant national
legislation and international instruments. ¢KS 1 Y04 @1S& Ja (K 1-i 1l 1& Li2a@otS (2 USI-0K iKS
30by30 target in a way that is both effective and equitable, and we are committed to
ensuring that the negotiated outcome at COP15 reflects this.

The 30by30 initiative is a direct contribution to GFG 3, Target 3.1.

6. Other Types of Forests

The UK government supports several programmes which protect and restore diverse types of
forests. This includes the 'Blue Forests Initiative' in Madagascar and Indonesia, which works with
local coastal communities to protect and restore mangrove habitat, create new sustainable






