United Nations Forum on Forests
Minutes of the 2" Meeting of the UNFF15 Bureau
10:00 am- 2:00 pm, 11 November 2019
4:00 pm-6:00pm, 13 November 2019
Conference Room VIII, Palais des Nations

Geneva-Switzerland

Summary of Key Actions/Decisions

1. The Bureau agreed to set the deadline of the end of November 2019 for submission

of the remaining regional nomination for the advisory group on the flagship
publication.

2. The Bureau



Provisional Agenda
2"d Meeting of the UNFF15 Bureau

1- Adoption of the agenda
2- Preparation for UNFF15:

UNFF expert group meetings

Progress on the preparation of the flagship publication

UNFF15 official documents

Expected outcomes of UNFF15

Update on the submitted inputs on the building blocks for the zero draft
UNFF15 HLS Declar92 re

T o



1. Adoption of the provisional agenda

Mr. Greguska, Chair of the UNFF14 Bureau, welcomed members of the Bureau, and the
UNFF Secretariat to the second meeting of the UNFF 15 Bureau held at the Palais des Nations,
Geneva. He invited Mr. Alexander Trepelkov, the Officer-in-Charge of the UNFFS to make his
opening remarks.

In his statement, Mr. Trepelkov highlighted some of the outcomes of the high-level summits



Secretariat also invited the Bureau to nominate two Co-Chairs for the expert group on the
4POW from its members.

The Bureau thanked the Secretariat for organizing these meetings. On the GCS, Mr. Momeni
proposed that the Secretariat to organize a side-event during UNFF15. Following the requests
from Mr. Greguska, Mr. Busink, and Mr. Momeni, the Bureau decided to extend the deadline of
submission of voluntary national reports from 15 November to 30 November 2019 and
requested the Secretariat to inform Members of the Forum accordingly. The Bureau also
decided that Mr. Rob Busink and Mr. Javad Momeni to co-chair the expert



that since UNFF11, the Forum did not follow the traditional way of negotiations, and this proved
to be very successful, as it saved significant amount of time and energy. The Bureau noted the
explanation provided by the Secretariat and also agreed to follow the practice of recent Forum’s
sessions in finalizing the resolution and the declaration.

e. Update on the submitted inputs on the building blocks for the zero draft UNFF15 HLS
Declaration, and the next step

The Secretariat informed that six inputs have received for the building blocks for the zero-
draft declaration by the end of deadline of 31 October 2019. Due to time constraints during
UNFF15, the Bureau emphasized on the need to have a concise declaration and to finalize it, to
the extent possible, in advance of UNFF15. In this respect



Regarding the concurrence of transport conference in China with UNFF15, some Bureau
members considered this very unfortunate. However, the Bureau of UNFF15 requested
examination of other alternatives such as participation of the UN Deputy Secretary-General
during the HLS, or a SG message to the HLS. Moreover, the Bureau asked the Secretariat to
check on the availability of other senior representatives of countries at the HLS such as the
ECOSOC President or Vice-President.

The Secretariat informed that it would prepare the initial provisional organization of work of
UNFF15 and the zero draft HLS declaration for the review of the Bureau before the end of 2019.
The Bureau also agreed to review the drafts and finalize them via e-mail, or virtual meeting
before the end of January 2020.

g. Update on the GA consultation on the new programme of work of the HLPF

The Secretariat informed that the GA consultation on new programme of work of the HLPF
has not yet started. This is expected to begin early next year. However, there has been
consultation on the joint theme of ECOSOC 2019-2020 cycle and the HLPF 2020 during the first
week of November in New York. The suggested joint theme is: “Transformative pathways to
realize the decade of action and delivery for sustainable”. In terms of the impact on the UNFF15
work, it could be possible that the Forum can still contribute to the theme of the HLPF 2020,
through an input by the Bureau, and its deliberation on the HLS declaration. In UNFF11, the
Forum submitted the Ministerial Declaration as the input to the HLPF. This can be repeated, as
the declaration addresses the broader systemic and global issues of concerns.

The Secretariat also informed that it has not yet received any letter from the ECOSOC
President to invite contribution to the theme of the HLPF 2020.

3. Update on recent and upcoming events:
a. UNFFS activities/events at COP14 of UNCCD, COP25 of UNFCCC, etc.

The Secretariat informed about its activities during the COP14 of the UNCCD, including
participation in the ministerial roundtable, organization of a side event and involvement in the
discussions in the plenary. The Secretariat made several statements, highlighting the role of the
UNSPF and its GFGs in combatting land degradation and desertification, as well as the
importance of collaboration between the UNFF and UNCCD. The Secretariat also organized a
side event with participation of government representatives, CPF member organizations and
regional organizations were participated. During this side event, the UNCCD Secretariat shared a
brochure on the role of forests in advancing the global efforts to combat land degradation. As
part of DESA Pavilion, the Secretariat also informed that it would organize an event during
COP25 of the UNFCCC to highlight the role of forests in global efforts to address climate change.
Working with the CPF Chair, this might turn to a CPF Forest Day event.

b. CPF Meeting in New Delhi, India and its upcoming meetings
The Secretariat informed that during COP14 of UNCCD, the CPF working group met to

discuss the elements and components of the CPF Strategic Vision. This group will hold its second
meeting on November 15" in Geneva to advance the work of the CPF on this matter.



The Bureau noted the activities of the Secretariat and emphasized that the Secretariat
should continue its active involvement in various meetings to raise awareness on the
significance of forests, the UNSPF and GFGs.

4. Next Bureau meeting

The Bureau agreed to hold its next in -person meeting on 1 May 2020 in New York, prior to
the UNFF15, and to meet in between through virtual means as needed.

5- Other matters
a. DESA reform and the recruitment of the UNFFS Director
Mr. Trepelkov reminded the Bureau that the proposed UN Programme and Budget for 2020

contains a proposal to maintain the subprogramme on sustainable forest management and to
reclassify the post of the UNFFS Director (D2) to a D1 post and



