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 (c) In view of the cross-cutting nature of issues relating to forests and sustainable forest 

management, to consult experts from relevant national ministries, such as those of the environment, economic 

development, finance and agriculture, in completing the reporting format and to consult the national focal 

points for the forest resources assessments, the Rio Conventions secretariats, other member organizations of 

the Collaborative Partnership on Forests, criteria and indicators processes, a nd relevant stakeholders, where 

applicable. Members may also wish to consult stakeholders when preparing their report.  

4. The year 2015 is used as a baseline. 

5. Where possible, all terms used herein are consistent with the terms and definitions used by th e FAO 

Global Forest Resources Assessment. 

6. Wherever possible, please indicate the source of information or provide a weblink.  

 
 

 General information 
 
 
 National focal point 
 

Name:  Marilyn Headley 

Title:  CEO & Conservator of Forests 

Address:  173 Constant Spring Road, Kingston 8 

Organization:   Forestry Department , Jamaica 

Telephone:  876 924-2667/8 

Email:  mheadley@forestry.gov.jm  

 
 
 Person to contact concerning the national 

mailto:mheadley@forestry.gov.jm
mailto:mheadley@forestry.gov.jm
mailto:dcarty@forestry.gov.jm
mailto:dcarty@forestry.gov.jm
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List of actions: 

¶ Revision of the Forest Legislation (Targets 1.3 & 1.4) 

¶ Development of 10 year National Action Plan (NAP)/ National Forest Management & Conservation 

Plan (NFMCP) for the Forest Sector of Jamaica 

Description of actions:  

 

The Government of Jamaica (through the Forestry Department) in consultation with the private sector, 

communities and civil society, amended its Forest Policy and identified areas of focus to inform the amendment 

of the Forest Act. The Forest Policy for Jamaica 2017 will help to strengthen existing legislation, policies, and 

plans that support the forest sector. It outlines eight principles recognized as critical to the sustainable management 

of Jamaica’s forests which include transparency and accountability; the utilization of sustainable development, 

best science and participatory and collaborative approaches in forest management planning and implementation 

processes. In March 2017, the policy was tabled in both Houses of Parliament and approved. 

Weblink: https://www.japarliament.gov.jm/attachments/article/1441/1441_Forest%20Policy%20final.pdf 
 

The Agency completed the revision of the National Action Plan (NAP)/ National Forest Management & 

Conservation Plan (NFMCP) 2016-2026 for the forest sector in 2017. The activity was undertaken with funding 

from the United States Agency for International Development’s (USAID) Technical Assistance Support for the 

Development of Climate Resilient Strategies and Action Plans.  The NAP/NFMCP is  one of five sector plans that 

will be developed with climate resilient strategies.   The NAP/ NFMCP is the 10 -year plan for the forest sector 

which outlines key activities that will be undertaken by the Agency to help build a vibrant, sustainable and clim ate 

resilient forest sector.   

Weblink: https://japarliament.gov.jm/attachments/article/1866/2018%20Ministry%20Paper%2017.pdf 
 
Weblink: http://www.forestry.gov.jm/sites/default/files/Resources/nfmcp_final_sep2017.pdf 
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 (iv) Technical and scientific actions 

 
 
 (b) How do the actions listed above support the implementation of the United Nations forest 

instrument? 

 
 
 (c) What are the main challenges in achieving goal 1 in your country?  

The actions speak specifically to Goal one of the UN FI which seeks to ‘reverse the loss of forest cover 

worldwide through sustainable forest management, including protection, restoration, afforestation and 

reforestation, and increase efforts to prevent forest degradation.’ 

 The actions also specifically support achievement of targets set by the country for the VNC 

¶ Limited funding for the forest sector. 

¶ Land tenure issues- the Government of Jamaica does not own the majority of forested land. 
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 (d) 
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 (ii) Institutional actions 

 
 
  

List of actions:  
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 (iii) Financial actions 

List of actions:  

¶ Establishment of National Protected Area Systems -National Protected Areas Systems 

Project-(Completed-Targets 2.4, 2.5) 

¶ Environmental Foundation of Jamaica  (Ongoing- Targets 2.2, 2.2, 2.4) 

¶ Development Bank of Jamaica (DBJ) (Ongoing Targets 2.2, 2.4, 2.5) 

 

Description of actions:  

Establishment of National Protected Area Systems -National Protected Areas Systems Project-

(Completed-Targets 2.4, 2.5) 

During the period, the country saw the successful completion of the 6 year  Strengthening the 

Operational and Financial Sustainability of the National Protected Area System (NPAS) Project, 

funded through the UNDP, and was designed and implemented to strengthen the operational and 

financial sustainability of Jamaica’s national system of protected areas.  The project at its 

completion, successfully set the groundwork for the management of protected areas through the 

establishment of a framework for sustainable funding. Financial planning and revenue -generation 

have been improved through the implementation of the Protected Area Trust Fund and the 

establishment of a revolving fund for protected area management. Grants to suppo rt alternate 

livelihood and small-scale enterprises within the protected areas were also supported by the project.  

In 20
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 (iv)  Technical and scientific actions 

 
 
 (b) What other action is being taken (by the Government, the private sector, communitie s, civil 

society or others) in your country in support of the achievement of goal 2?  

 

 
 
 (c) How does the action listed above support the implementation of the United Nations forest 

instrument? 

 
 
 (d) What are the main challenges in achieving goal 2 in your country?  

 
 
 (e) If your Government has announced a voluntary national contribution or contributions relating to 

goal 2, please provide brief information, including target dates and the progress made thus far.  

 

List of actions:  

Completion of Socio-economic Surveys (SES) for forest areas to understand the community (Ongoing- 

Target 2.4) 

Description of actions:  

Since 2015 three (3) socioeconomic studies have been completed for communities close to forested 

areas, to explore the social, economic, environmental, forest and land use context of the areas. 

These studies will inform/guide the Agency in its activities and plans for these communities.   

 

Source: Forestry Department 
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 (f) Any additional comments on goal 2:  

 

 
 
  

The Government of Jamaica at the 13th session of the UNFF announced the country’s VNC.  

Supporting Global forest Goal 2: Target 2.4, Jamaica has committed to the action to: ‘Upscale gender 

sensitive alternative livelihoods to support the sustainable utilization of forest resources by local 

communities’. With the following targets: 

¶ By 2022 secure funding of US $2million to support alternative forest livelihood activities 

including training on alternative forest livelihood areas aimed at communities in proximity to 

forests. 

The country is on its way to achieving this target with approximately US1 million awarded in September 

2019 to 27 community groups for projects to support Alternative livelihood across 11 of the island’s 14 

parishes. 

 Weblink: .http://www.forestry.gov.jm/sites/default/files/Resources/call-2019-themes-.pdf 

Weblink: https://mobile.twitter.com/euinjamaica/status/1194657420779372546  

 

 

 











 

Page | 17 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 (f) Any additional comments on goal 3: 
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 Questions on goal 4 
 
4. (a) Please describe major actions taken in your country to move towards goal 4 and its associated 

targets. More detailed information on actions for each target may be supplied below.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 (b) If your Government has announced a voluntary national contribution or contributions relating to 

goal 4, please provide brief information, including target dates and the progress made thus far.  

 

 
   

 

 

Development of a Financing Strategy for the Forest Sector (Target 4.4) 

The Government of Jamaica (GoJ) in 2017 requested support from the GFFFN for the development of a 

National Forest Financing Strategy (NFFS). This was to assist with the identification of & facilitate 

access to new, emerging and existing financial sources at all levels in order to support the implementation 

of the National Action Plan (NAP)/National Forest Management and Conservation Management Plan 

(NFMCP), as well as the wider and longer-term enhancement of sustainable forest management in the 

country. The process involved the production of a “Situation Analysis” report in mid-2018 of the current 

status of forest management and the forest financing landscape in Jamaica. In late 2018 a weeklong 

capacity building workshop, hosted by the UNFF/ GFFFN was held with stakeholders from government 

and non-government organisations.  This led to the development of a draft Financing Strategy & Action 

Plan, as we
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5.1 Number of countries that have integrated forests into their national sustainable development plans and/or 

poverty reduction strategies is significantly increased  

5.2 
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(b) If your Government has announced a voluntary national contribution or contributions relating to goal 5, 

please provide brief information, including target dates and the progress made thus far.  

 

 
  

 

 Progress towards target 5.1  
 
 (c) In your country, have forests been integrated into national sustainable development plans and/or 

poverty reduction strategies?  

��  Yes  �•  No 

If yes, please specify if integrated into: 

��  National sustainable development plans and/or 

�•  Poverty reduction strategies 

 
 Progress towards target 5.2 
 
 (d) Since 2015, has your Government taken steps to prevent and reduce illegal international 
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If yes, please specify in a maximum of 250 words:  

 
 
  

  

For the implementation of the Vision 2030 National Development Plan the Vision 2030 Secretariat on behalf of the 

Government of Jamaica established thematic working groups across the various sectors to ensure sectoral coordination.  

The Thematic working groups represent various sectors and meet quarterly.  Members are senior technical 

representatives from Government, civil society, private sector and the international development community. Each 

group is chaired by a Permanent Secretary or Senior Government official. The Agency sits on two of these thematic 

working groups currently. 

Weblink: http://www.vision2030.gov.jm/Portals/0/Thematic_Group/TWG%20BLURB.pdf  

Additionally, to support the implementation of the Forest Sector plan (NAP/NFMCP) a Technical Advisory Committee 

chaired a representative of the Permanent Secretary of the Ministry and includes members from key sectors was 

established in 2018 with the first meeting held February 2019. 
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(f)  
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 Questions on goal 6 
 
6. (a) Please describe major actions taken in your country to move towards goal  6 and its associated 

targets. More detailed information on 
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If yes, please specify in a maximum of 250 words: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Other questions  
 
7. (a) Since 2015, has your country taken action to promote gender equality in the forest sector?  

�� Yes  �•  No 

If yes, please indicate action taken with regard to the following: 

�•  Women’s effective access to the control and use of forest resources  

�•  Women’s effective participation in decision-making at the household and community levels 

��  Women’s effective participation and representation in forest management institutions 

�•  Other 
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The Agency hosts its Forest Trek in celebration of International Day of Forest s annually.  While 

not always held on March 21, the activity is held the Saturday closest to March 21 and its 

promotion always recognizes International Day of Forests. The Trek is executed in collaboration 

with various partners and stakeholders, and receives strong support from the general public: 

¶ Held on March 21, 2015 the 11km hike through forested areas in Newcastle St Andrew 

(part of the Blue & John Crow Mountain Forest Reserve) had 465 hikers.  

¶ Held March 18, 2016 the 20km hike through Cinchona St Andrew (part of the Blue & John 

Crown Mountain Forest Reserve) had 410 hikers.  

¶ Held on March 18, 2017 the 10km hike through the Gourie Forest Management Area in 

Manchester had 526 hikers. Weblink: http://www.forestry.gov.jm/node/365 

¶ 
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 Success stories 
 
8. Do you have any success stories relating to the implementation of the United Nations strategic plan for 

forests 2017–2030 in your country? If so, please provide a brief description, with references (such as 

weblinks, publications and articles), showing how the action contributed to achieving the goals and targets 

and specifying which goals and targets are relevant. Please provide a maximum of three success stories.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Success story 1 

 

Action taken: 

 

Goals and targets addressed: 

 

 

Outcome and results achieved: 

 

 

How did this action contribute to the implementation of the United Nations strategic plan for forests 

2017–2030? 

 

References: 
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Annex II  
 

 Draft global core set of forest-related indicators  
 
 

 Indicator Thematic element Unit Tiera 
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 Indicator Thematic element Unit Tiera 
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 Indicator Thematic element Unit Tiera Data supplier 
Linkages to globally agreed goals 
and targets 

       11. Forest area with 
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 Indicator Thematic element Unit Tiera Data supplier 




