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  BACKGROUND  

Forests have been high on the international policy and political agenda since 
the 1992 United Nations Conference on the Environment and Development 
in Rio de Janeiro.  At the Rio Earth Summit, intense intergovernmental 
negotiations resulted in the Non-legally Binding Authoritative Statement of 
Principles for a Global Consensus on the Management, Conservation and 
Sustainable Development of all Types of Forests – known as the “Forest 
Principles” – as well as Chapter 11 of Agenda 21 on Combating Deforestation.  

In 2007, following successful negotiations and agreement by the UN Forum 
on Forests, the UN General Assembly adopted the Non-Legally Binding 
Instrument on All Types of Forests (which was subsequently named the UN 
Forest Instrument in 2015).  Agreement on the instrument was the 
culmination of intense negotiations spanning over a decade and half, and 
marked the first time that Member States of the UN agreed on an 
international instrument on international forest policy and cooperation. 

  PURPOSE  

The purpose of the UN Forest Instrument is: 

 To strengthen political commitment and action at all levels to implement 
effectively sustainable management of all types of forests and to achieve 
the shared global objectives on forests; 

 To enhance the contribution of forests to the achievement of the 
internationally agreed development goals, including the, 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development and the Sustainable Development Goals; 

 To provide a framework for national action and international 
cooperation. 
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   GLOBAL OBJECTIVES ON FORESTS 
In 2015, Member States reaffirmed the four 
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