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Summary by the UNFF14 Chair 

Forest-based Transformation towards Sustainable and Resilient Societies:  

Lessons Learned and Success Stories 

Pre-HLPF Event on Forests- An initiative by the UNFF13 Bureau 

Sponsoring Countries: Brazil, Burkina Faso, Canada, Malaysia, Russian Federation 

10:00 a.m.- 1:30 p.m., Sunday 8 July 2018, UNHQ, New York 

 

1. Mr. Boris Greguška, Chair of the 14th session of the UN Forum on Forests (UNFF), welcomed 

participants to the Event on Forests held in conjunction with the 2018 meeting of the High-level Political 

Forum on Sustainable Development (HLPF). The Chair highlighted the outcome of UNFF13 on forest-

based solutions for accelerating achievement of the SDGs, noting the importance to take concerted 

action on a set of four key messages and forest-based solutions contained in the UNFF13 Chair’s 

summary transmitted to the 2018 HLPF1.   

2. Mr. Liu Zhenmin, Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social Affairs, emphasized the 

importance of forests to the achievement of SDG15 and SDG6, as well as to the integrated achievement 
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Forests have been on the international agenda since the 1992 UN Conference on Environment 

and Development, with a focus on reversing deforestation and forest degradation.  While much 

progress has been achieved to date in some countries, over 6 million hectares of natural forests, 

equivalent with more than 10 million soccer fields, continue to be lost annually, often as an 

unplanned response to meet demands for food, fodder, fuel and fiber. 
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innovation to bring together the available data, interdisciplinary approaches and assessments, 

so as to systematically analyze and address the interconnected issues in support of the SDGs 

implementation.  

It is crucial to strengthening the role of local communities and indigenous peoples to recognizing 

their traditional knowledge, social, ethical, spiritual and religious values of forests. 

Strengthening the role of the youth, including access to forest education, involvement of 

national strategies, international events, positioning youth perspectives, partnerships, 

communications and international policy making, using them as accelerators and innovators of 

new ideas. 

Communication, story-telling and marketing of forests and their benefits needs to be improved 

to signal clear message on the importance of forests to the public, while enhancing education of 

sustainable forest management and its cross-sectoral issues, involving children and youth.  In 

doing so, it is essential to address negative aspects associated with deforestation while 

communicating positive aspects that derive from forests and their resources. 
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