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United Nations Forum on Forests 

Minutes of the 1st Meeting of the Bureau of the Thirteenth Session  

2 October 2017
 
(10:00 - 12:30), UNHQ, New York 

 

 

 

 

Summary of Key Actions/Decisions 

 

1. The Bureau agreed to send a letter to Members of the Forum to: (i) encourage their high-

level participation in UNFF13; ii) remind Member States of the importance of announcing  

their initial Voluntary National Contributions (VNCs) at UNFF13; and iii) encourage 

countries to consider highlighting the roles and contributions of forests in progressing 

towards the achievement of SDG15 and other forest-related SDGs, including through the 

implementation of the UN Strategic Plan for Forests 2017-2030 (UNSPF), in their 

Voluntary National Reviews (VNRs) to be submitted to the 2018 High-level Political Forum 

on Sustainable Development (HLPF). 

2. The Bureau agreed to request two meetings
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Provisional Agenda 

First Meeting of the Bureau of the Thirteenth Session 

2 October 2017
 
(10:00 – 13:00), UNHQ, New York 

 

 

1- Introduction of the UNFF13 Bureau Members 

 

2- Adoption of the provisional agenda 

 

3- Preparations for UNFF13 
 

a. Date and venue of UNFF13 

b. Key issues for consideration of UNFF13 and inclusion in its organization of work  

c. UNFF13 official documentation 

d. Activities carried out by the UNFFS in preparation for UNFF13 

i) Secretariat Note Verbale (July 2017) 

ii) Preparations for organization of four expert group meetings 

iii) GFFFN related activities 

iv) Update on the CPF Conference  

 

4- Next meeting of the Bureau  

 

5- Other matters 
 

a. Status of trust fund resources for participation of representatives from eligible countries 

at UNFF13 
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1. Introduction of the UNFF13 Bureau Members 

Mr. Manoel Sobral-Filho, Director of the UNFF Secretariat, opened the meeting and welcomed 

members of the UNFF13 Bureau. Ambassador Muhammad Shahrul Ikram Yaakob, Chair of the 

UNFF13 Bureau, introduced himself and invited the members of the Bureau and the Secretariat to 

introduce themselves. The Secretariat added that the Secretary of the Forum was unable to attend the 

meeting due to other commitments.   

 

2. Adoption of the provisional agenda 

The provisional agenda of the first meeting was adopted. 

 

3. Preparation for UNFF13 
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iii. GFFFN related activities 

The Secretariat provided an update on the recent GFFFN-related activities, including the current status of 

establishing a UNFFS branch office on GFFFN in China. 


