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Facilitator’s Summary 

Expert Meeting on Enhancing Regional and Sub-Regional Involvement  
in the Work of the International Arrangement on Forests 

(26-28 September 2016; ECO Secretariat- Tehran, Iran) 

 

1. BACKGROUND AND SCOPE OF THE MEETING 
Based on the outcome of the eleventh session of the United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF), held in 
May 2015, the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) adopted the resolution on the International 
ArrangE
restructure the sessions of the Forum and enhance the intersessional work of the UNFF so as to 
maximize its impact and relevance including by fostering an exchange of experience and lessons learned 
among countries, regional, sub-regional and non-governmental partners and the Collaborative 
Partnership on Forests (CPF).  

In this regard, the odd-year sessions of the Forum will serve as an opportunity for the CPF and its 
member organizations, as well as regional and sub-regional entities, major groups and other relevant 
stakeholders, to provide technical advice and input to the Forum. Such an opportunity also exists during 
the even-year sessions of the Forum which will be devoted to the policy discussion and decision making 
on important issues related to forests. In accordance with section VIII of the resolution, the Forum 
should strengthen its collaboration with relevant regional and sub-regional forest-related entities in 
order to facilitate the implementation of the United Nations Forest Instrument (UNFI). Moreover, the 
Forum’s Secre
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The meeting brought together experts who deal with forests and Sustainable Forest Management 
(SFM)-related policies and activities in regional and sub-regional entities throughout the world. The 
experts reflected on the challenges and opportunities presented by the post-2015 IAF and the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development, along with the 17 Sustainable Development Goals and 169 
associated targets.  

 

In order to achieve the objective of the meeting, the following key elements were discussed:  

i) Specific suggestions for inclusion in the IAF Strategic Plan and the Quadrennial Programme of 
Work, to enhance effective engagement in and contribution of regional and sub-regional entities 
to the work of the Forum;  

ii) Actions to advance implementation of the UNFI and the forest-related aspects of the 2030 
Agenda at the regional and sub-regional levels in an integrated manner; 

iii) Modality for engagement of regional and sub-regional entities in the Forum’s sessions, and in the 
intersessional activities of the Forum; 

iv) Type and format of inputs of regional and sub-regional entities to the Forum’s sessions; 

v) Ways and means that the Forum and other IAF components can assist regional and sub-regional 
entities to advance their work on the implementation of the UNFI and the forest-related aspects 
of the 2030 Agenda.  

Each substantive session featured presentations by experts and an interactive 
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requires greater visibility in work of the IAF and at the UNFF.  He noted that the organization of events 
such as “Regional Days” within the programme of UNFF sessions could help address this issue. 

Mr. Peter Pecachek, Food and Agriculture Organization of the UN, .6(n)26 0.004 Tt0 Tw 2.87 0 l 



Page | 5  

modalities, and that the proposed inter-regional coordination mechanism (please see proposal on D.4 
below) will need to be flexible to fit different organizational contexts and mandates. 

Experts further noted that there are multiple existing regional fora which are relevant to forests and the 
implementation of the 2030 Agenda. These include amongst others, the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the UN (FAO) Regional Forestry Commissions, the UN Regional Commissions and their 
Regional Fora on Sustainable Development. The proposed inter-regional coordination mechanism could 
promote synergies between these fora and the global discussions at the High-Level Political Forum on 
Sustainable Development (HLPF) and the UNFF. 

3. Proposed actions related to enhancing regional and sub-
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other regional development agenda, they should be invited to participate in relevant 
activities/events organized by UNFF and other UN bodies.  

9. Given the importance of coordination between UNFF Secretariat and regional and sub-regional 
organizations and processes, the UNFF should be invited to participate and collaborate in relevant 
activities/events organized by regional and sub-regional organizations and processes. 

10. The new “restructured” programme of the annual UNFF sessions should include a regional 
dialogue/forum/panel to provide greater opportunities for peer-to-peer learning, sharing technical 
advice and best practices on implementation of the UNFI and the 2030 Agenda, similar to the 
arrangements that exist for the CPF and Major Groups.  

11. Regional and sub-regional organizations and processes should commemorate the International Day 
of Forests and utilize its communication platform to raise awareness of SFM best practices in their 
regions.  

12. The priorities for the Global Forest Financial Facilitation Network, to be set by the Strategic Plan, 
shall give due attention to the imperative of involvement of regional and sub-regional organizations 
and processes in the implementation of the UNFI and Strategic Plan, including those activities 
mentioned above. Special priority should be given to financing the capacity building programmes, 
organization of regional workshops, and development of project concepts to assist countries to 
access financing from resources, such as the GCF, GEF and Adaptation Fund, for promoting SFM.  

13. UNFF should make use of existing regional and sub-regional mechanisms to enhance synergies, 
communicate global policy discussions to relevant stakeholders, collaborate on capacity building 
activities and raise awareness on the importance of forests. 
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ANNEX 2: LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

FACILITATOR   

Economic Cooperation 
Organization 

Mr. Seyed Jalaledin Alavi 
Sabzevari 

alavi@eco.int 

EXPERTS   

African Forest Forum Ms. Anna Chileshe Masinja chileshe_masinja@yahoo.com 

African Union Commission 
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