
               INPUTS FOR THE FIRST QUADRENNIAL STRATEGIC PLAN 

                                      S & T MAJOR GROUP 

The eleventh session of UNFF provided a platform for all stakeholders to assess the 

effectiveness of the International Arrangement on Forests (IAF). The exercise was one of the 

most inclusive activities ever undertaken by the forum.  Resolution 10/2 of UNFF 10 invited 

member states and all stakeholders to submit views and proposals on six key issues set out 

in paragraph 5 of the same resolution. Further analysis of the effectiveness of the IAF was 

carried out by Independent consultants, and through Country Led Initiatives  and Major 

Groups  Led Initiative  and culminated in the release of UNFF 11 Resolution and Ministerial 

Declaration.  



and indicators to track progress, missing competences and absence of compliance 

mechanism have made it difficult to track progress and achieve the desired results. Targets 

15.2 of the SDGs relates to implementation of SFM and are in consonance with the FI and 

the associated GoFs and the strategic plan needs to clearly integrate and synchronise this 

target as well as the forest-water related targets (6.6 and 15.1) in the FI to help track 

progress in the implementation of the FI and GoFs. 

Furthermore there is the need to develop an appropriate framework for Monitoring, 

Assessing and reporting of progress towards the achievement of the UNFI and the GoFs. The 

voluntary national reports sometimes do not present the true picture of what is on the 

ground. External commissioned review in collaboration with regional processes and major 

groups can help gain more objective view of problems. Establishment of regional liaison 

desk at the UNFF secretariat might be useful in this regard. 

 

FOREST FINANCING  

Financing  SFM is by far the greatest challenge to the work of UNFF.  A multisectoral 

approach to forest financing is required. Forest ODA is unevenly distributed . In 2009 

member states adopted a decision on Means of Implementation at the special session in 

UNFF9. As yet not much progress has been made. The GFFFN set up at UNFF11 should be 

adequately resourced to effectively play the role given it. Indeed all avenues for mobilising 

financial resources for SFM should be considered. These should include  National Forest 





The analyses above present some of the strategic priority areas and key challenges 
that have the potential of blocking UNFF from achieving its core objectives. The 
challenges can be addressed and are achievable under the following set of 
assumptions- political commitment to SFM, adequate financial streams from multi 
sources for SFM and genuine efforts of working together and effective partnerships 
of relevant stakeholders at all levels. 
 
A detail implementation plan presenting the strategic actions, lead partner and 
collaborators, resources required, indicators suitable for monitoring progress towards 
targets and  milestones


