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I. Stocktaking 

 

1.a. The Importance of All Types of Forests and Trees outside Forests for Sustainable 

Development 

 
Forests are vital to achieving global sustainable development. They provide solutions for 
addressing many development challenges including poverty eradication, environmental 
sustainability, food security and agriculture, energy, clean water and watershed protection, 
biodiversity conservation, mitigation of and adaptation to climate change, combating 
desertification and land degradation, and disaster ri
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80% of the global population rely on medicines derived from forests as its primary form of 
health care, according to estimates by the World Health Organization (Lele 
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been operationalized with a wide range of criteria and indicators, based on its widely accepted 
seven thematic elements: (a) extent of forest resources; (b) forest biological diversity; (c) forest 
health and vitality; (d) productive functions of forest resources; (e) protective functions of 
forest resources; (f) socio-economic functions of forests; and (g) legal, policy and institutional 
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equality and peace and security – thus replacing the “silo” approach of the current MDG7. 
Under such a goal, various existing targets on terrestrial natural resources set forth in the 
outcomes of major UN conferences and meetings, such as the Global Objectives on Forests, the 
Biodiversity targets and the sustainable land management approach of the UNCCD could be 
aligned and utilized. Inclusion of a specific target on forests with related indicators under such a 
cross-cutting SDG, along with similar targets on other issues covered under a cross-cutting SDG 
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- Criteria and indicators need to be further developed to reflect the inclusion of SFM in 
broader issues such as natural capital, resource effi
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