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In 2012, the United Nations General Assembly declared 21 March as the 
International Day of Forests to “celebrate and raise awareness of the 
importance of all types of forests and of trees outside forests,” 
(A/RES/67/200). 
 

In celebration of the International Day of Forests, the United Nations Forum 
on Forests Secretariat is showcasing inspiring heroes, films and photos 
which were awarded as part of the Forests for People Awards. The Awards 
have 3 categories, each focusing on the dynamic and unique relationship 
between forests and the people who depend on them:  
 

Forest Heroes: All over the world people are working in quiet and heroic 
ways to sustain, protect and manage our forests. The Forest Hero Award 
celebrates these “unsung” heroes who make a difference for our forests, 
our trees and our communities. 
 

Forest Film Festivals: Organised in partnership with the Jackson Hole 
Wildlife Film Festival, this award-winning festival honors the creative efforts 
of film makers who visually convey how forests inspire, shelter, nurture and 
contribute to our lives.  
 

Forest Photograph Awards: 
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All over the world people are working in quiet and heroic ways to sustain, 
protect and manage our forests. The Forest Hero Award celebrates these 
“unsung” heroes who inspire positive change for forests. In 2013, 47 
nominations from 30 countries were received. In 2011, 90 nominations 
from 41 countries were received.  The international jury, including members 
of the Collaborative Partnership on Forests, selected 5 regional winners and 
3 honorable mentions in 2013 and 5 regional winners and one special award 
in 2011. 
 
 

WINNERS, by region 

 2013 2011 

AFRICA 

 

Rose Mukankomeje, 
Rwanda 

 

Paul Mzeka, Cameroon 

ASIA & THE PACIFIC  Preecha Siri, Thailand Shigeatsu Hatakeyama, 
Japan 

EUROPE Hayrettin Karaca, Turkey Anatoly Lebedev, Russia 

LATIN AMERICA &  
THE CARRIBEAN  

Almir Narayamoga Surui, 
Brazil 

Paulo Adario, Brazil 

NORTH AMERICA  
Ariel Lugo, USA Rhiannon Tomtishen & 

Madison Vorva, USA 
 
 

HONORABLE MENTIONS 

2013 2011 
 

Ian Dickenson, Australia  

James Ligare, Kenya 

Martha Isabel Ruiz Corzo, Mexico 

 

Million Belay, Ethiopia 

Panut Hadisiswoyo, Indonesia 

Karl Peter Hasenkamp, Germany 

Monica Hinojosa, Ecuador 

Mphatheleni Makaulule, South Africa  

Felipe Milanez, Brazil 

Sulaymonbek Saidbekov, Tajikistan 

Fred Pinto, Canada 

Mika Vanhanen, Finland  

SPECIAL JURY AWARD 2011 
 

José Claudio Ribeiro, Brazil and  

Maria do Espírito Santo, Brazil 

 

&KZ�^d 
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FOREST HERO | EUROPE 
 

 

2013 HAYRETTIN KARACA, TURKEY 
 

Hayrettin Karaca, born in 1922, started his career as a 
successful textile businessman. In the 1970s, as he traveled 
across Turkey, he became concerned about environmental 
degradation, especially the soil erosion and began to 
document the situation. In 1980, Hayrettin established an 
arboretum which today holds over 14,000 species and 
subspecies of trees, and has become the in situ breeding 

ground of endangered plant species endemic to Turkey. In 1992, together 

with Nihat Gökyiğit, Hayrettin founded the TEMA Foundation to raise public 
awareness soil erosion, deforestation, biodiversity loss and climate change. 
Today TEMA is one Turkey’s leading environmental NGOs with over 460,000 
volunteers across the country, planting more than ten million seedlings and 
launching numerous public campaigns to influence the practices of 
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FOREST HERO | LATIN AMERICA & THE CARRIBEAN 
 

 

2013 ALMIR NARAYAMOGA SURUI, BRAZIL 
 

Almir Narayamoga Surui was elected Chief at 17 and is the 
first member of the Surui tribe to attend college. Almir has 
been credited with almost single-handedly bringing his tribe 
back from the brink of extinction. He has successfully 
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FOREST HERO | NORTH AMERICA 
 

 





http://tinyurl.com/lnjvvs3
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2013 WINNING SHORT FILM | AN UNSEEN WORLD 
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WINNING FOREST PHOTOGRAPHS 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Budur 
by Atakan Baykal, Turkey  
 
The photograph was taken in Budur and 
is part of a series of images that capture 
the breadth of moods of the Turkish 
Forests. Atakan graduated in forest 
engineering from Istanbul University. His 
adventure in photography started in 
1997. He has been a professional Nature 
Photographer since 2008 

Pahmung krui Damar forest  
by Eka Fendiaspara, Indonesia 
 
The photograph was taken in the Damar 
Forests of Indonesia. While he studied to 
be a teacher of mathematics, Eka took 
classes in photography – turning his 
hobby into a second career. In 2010 he 
became an instructor of an 
extracurricular photography class and 
actively contributes to a number of 
online photography communities. 

Community leader planting trees  
by Riccardo Gangale, Italy  
 
The photograph is of Grace - a farmer 
and forest community leader who works 
to protect the forest from illegal loggers. 
This photo is part of a portrait exhibition 
on the Mau Forest in Kenya sponsored by 
UNEP. Riccardo has documented visual 
journeys from Ethiopia to South Africa. 
His photographs have been published in 
the New York Times, Time Magazine, The 
Guardian, Liberation, Le Monde and The 
Washington Post.  
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 Child Category Youth Category Iberia Category 

First 
Prize 

Mary Dupont  
9 yrs, USA 

http://qscam.gabarron.org/
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NACHO ABIA 
President 
Olympus Imaging America 
Forest Photograph Award Jury Member 2013 

 

PHILIP BLOCK 
Deputy Director of Programs & Director of Education 
International Center of Photography 
Forest Photograph Award Jury Member 2013 

 

JOHN COLMEY 
Director of Communications 
Center for 
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JAN MCALPINE 
Director, 2008-2013 
United Nations Forum on Forests Secretariat  
Jury Member 2013 & 2011 (all Award Categories) 

 

CRISTINA MITTERMEIER 
President and Founder 
International League of Conservation Photographers 
Forest Film Festival Jury Member 2011 
 

SHANE MOORE 
Freelance Nature Film maker 
Forest Film Festival Jury Member 2011 

 

S. NALLA MUTHU 
Cinematographer, Director & Producer 
Grey Films  
Forest Film Festival Jury Member 2013 

 

EDUARDO ROJAS-BRIALES 
Assistant Director-General 
Food and Agriculture Organization 
Forest Hero Award Jury Member 2013 & 2011 

 

LISA SAMFORD 
Executive Director 
Jackson Hole Wildlife Film Festival  
Forest Film Festival Jury Member 2013 & 2011 

 

FRANCES SEYMOUR 
Director General 2006-2012 
Center for International Forestry Research  
Forest Hero Award Jury Member 2011 

 

DANIEL SHAW 
Communications Officer 
International Union for Conservation of Nature  
Forest Hero Award Jury Member 2013 

 

MARK SHELLEY 
Executive Producer 
Sea Studios Foundation 
Forest Film Festival Jury Member 2013 

 

EMMANUEL ZE MEKA 
Executive Director 
International Tropical Timber Organization 
Forest Hero Award Jury Member 2011 

 



 
 

The United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF) is an intergovernmental 
policy forum which promotes “management, conservation and 
sustainable development of all types of forests and strengthens long-
term political commitment to this end”. The Forum was established in 
2000 by the UN Economic and Social Council and is composed of all 

Member States of the United Nations. In 2007, the Forum adopted the landmark UN 
Non-Legally Binding Instrument on All Types of Forests (Forest Instrument). The 
Secretariat of the Forum is located in United Nations Headquarters in New York. To 
contact the Forum Secretariat, email: forests@un.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

www/un.org/esa/forests       #IntlForestDay       #UNForests 
 

 


