
1 

 

South-South Development Cooperation 

Background note based on UNDESA analysis
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South-South development cooperation (SSDC) has doubled between 2006 and 2011 and is estimated 

to reach between US$16.1 billion and US$19 billion in 2012. The share of SSDC in total development 

cooperation has increased from 6.7 per cent in 2006 to 10 per cent in 2011. Total SSDC in 2012 may 

well have reached $21 billion. Combined with the fall in DAC disbursements, this would mean that it 

was almost 12 per cent of international development cooperation.  

South-South humanitarian assistance is estimated at $829 million in 2008 and $498 million in 2010, 

meaning that it varied between 5 and 7 per cent of global humanitarian development cooperation 

and between 3.5 and 5 per cent of total South-South development cooperation. 

Although SSDC-related data is constantly becoming more available and accurate, the availability of 

data on the cooperation of some partners remains low and the above estimates  do not include 

SSDC through regional multilateral organizations or South-South philanthropy. Therefore, the total 

amounts and shares of SSDC in total development cooperation are underestimated and its impact 

understated.  



2 

 

usually comes without economic or political condition
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SSDC has received increasing attention in the global
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Do you want to learn more? 

 

Please contact us: 


