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At the outset, may I express our warm thanks to the Ethiopian 

Government for hosting us in the vibrant city of Addis Ababa for this 

crucial International Conference.   

We are all agreed that 2015 must be a seminal year for global 

development.  If we rise to the challenge, it can mark a transformation 

in our concept of global citizenship towards a new era of global 

responsibilities.  The three agreements we are called on to adopt over 

the next five months - on the Sustainable Development Goals, on 

financing for development, and on climate – have the potential to 

deliver an end to extreme poverty and hunger.  More, they can deliver 

sustainable development for our planet.  And they must leave no one 

behind.  We are developing a new vision of an integrated agenda for 

development.  It is critical that the vision is matched by an equally 

integrated approach to implementation.  

Last week’s launch of the final assessment of progress on the 

Millennium Development Goals was a timely reminder as to why we 

need the new agenda. The 15 year report card on the MDGs could be 

summed up as ‘good progress made- but can and must do better’.  
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More than one billion people have been lifted out of extreme poverty, 

and major progress has been made on hunger, access to clean water, 

girls’ education, reducing child and maternal mortality, and combatting 

HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases.  But massive human 

development challenges persist.  

Ours remains a world of increasing inequalities.  850 million people 

still suffer from hunger.  8,000 children die every day because of 

undernutrition.  We face the biggest refugee crisis since the Second 

World War.  Europe is challenged to address the immediate effects and 

the root causes of a crisis which drives desper
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explicitly promotes gender equality and human rights and helps protect 

and expand civil society space. 

The new agenda is broad, and universally applicable.  It cannot be 

implemented on the basis of unsucce
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We are also undertaking an important ‘Spillover Analysis’ on the 

effects of the Irish tax regime on the economies of developing 

countries.  We hope to present the findings of this analysis shortly.   

Ireland’s development programme is focused on Africa.  And we are 

determined to build stronger economic ties with the continent.  We 

working to expand our strong relations in the agri-food sector. And in 

recent weeks we have seen the introduction of the first scheduled direct 

flights between Africa and Ireland – linking the Addis Ababa and 

Dublin.  We are committed to the partnership between Governments 

and communities in Ireland and Africa and to the private sector as a 

vital and sustainable source of finance and growth across all regions. 

Let me be clear, however, the work of Official Development Assistance 

is not over.  ODA remains critical for the Least Developed Countries 

and for poor communities struggling to overcome inequalities.  Ireland 

and our EU partners have solemnly reconfirmed our commitment to 

reaching the 0.7% target within the timeframe of the new development 

agenda.  We will direct more aid to support the Least Developed.  

Ireland’s aid programme will remain strongly focused on sub-Saharan 

Africa.  We will continue to provide at least 50% of our aid budget to 

Least Developed Countries.  We will continue to invest 20% of the Irish  

Aid budget in actions to combat hunger and undernutrition.  We are 
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We are committed to doubling our funding for nutrition by 2020.  We 

will continue to focus our climate finance on the needs of the Least 

Developed Countries. 

Our generation has been described as the first with the opportunity to 

end extreme poverty and the last to have a chance of saving the planet.  

We are taking action to fight the globalisation of indifference.  But we 

must support our vision with credible action.  As the Irish poet, William 

Butler Yeats, wrote:  “In dreams begins responsibility”  

This, then is the challenge of Addis:  the realisation of the vision of a 

sustainable world in which no child, no community, no country is left 

behind.  Let us, collectively and credibly, commit here in Addis Ababa 

to acting on our common responsibility and to holding ourselves to 

account on progress.  

 

 

 


