
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CSD18/Mining 
 
Intervention by Finland during the high-level Round Table discussions 
 
Distinguished Ministers, Dear Colleagues,  
 

 

I would like to start by emphasizing that mining and the mineral sector plays a 
significant role in more than 30 national economies. According to ILO estimate, 25 
million people are involved in mining  –  half of whom are informal workers.  
 
It is quite clear that exploration, extraction and processing of minerals pose great 
challenges to sustainable development. It is of utmost importance that governments 
recognize the crucial stewardship role that they have in making laws and raising 
Corporate Social Responsibility standards in extractive industry practice. 
  
Finland is among the leading countries in the world when it comes to the 
development of mining technologies. This is partly due to the fact that we have for 
decades invested in high technology and innovative approaches as well as in 
capacity building and knowledge-sharing.  
 
In addition, our national government has had an active role in facilitating the 
development of the mining sector.  
 
We think it is crucial to review government policies in the mining sector at regular 
intervals. This is because the exploration and mining scene is changing fast due to 
globalization of world commodity markets.   
 
Finland is currently evaluating its mineral strategy, which is the main government 
policy instrument in steering the mining sector. We are aiming at developing our 




