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- This text is informal and based on the resolutions adopted by 

the General Assembly. Only the relevant resolutions by the 

Assembly in the official languages represent the applicable law - 
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Article 1  

A tribunal is established by the present statute as the first 

instance of the two-tier formal system of administration of justice, 

to be known as the United Nations Dispute Tribunal.  

 

Article 2  

1. The Dispute Tribunal shall be competent to hear and pass 

judgement on an application filed by an individual, as provided for 

in article 3, paragraph 1, of the present statute, against the 

Secretary-General as the Chief Administrative Officer of the 

United Nations:  

(a) To appeal an administrative decision that is alleged to 

be in non-compliance with the terms of appointment or the 
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relevant administrative issuances in force at the time of alleged 

noncompliance;  

(b) To appeal an administrative decision imposing a 

disciplinary measure;  

(c) To enforce the implementation of an agreement 

reached through mediation pursuant to article 8, paragraph 2, of 

the present statute.  

2. The Dispute Tribunal shall be competent to hear and pass 

judgement on an application filed by an individual requesting the 

Dispute Tribunal to suspend, during the pendency of the 

management evaluation, the implementation of a contested 

administrative decision that is the subject of an ongoing 

management evaluation, where the decision appears prima facie 

to be unlawful, in cases of particular urgency, and where its 

implementation would cause irreparable damage. The decision of 

the Dispute Tribunal on such an application shall not be subject 

to appeal.  

3. The Dispute Tribunal shall be competent to permit or deny 

leave to an application to file a friend-of-the-court brief by a staff 

association.  
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4. The Dispute Tribunal shall be competent to permit any 

individual who is entitled to appeal the same administrative 

decision under paragraph 1 (a) of the present article to intervene 

in a matter brought by another staff member under the same 

paragraph.  

5. The Dispute Tribunal shall be competent to hear and pass 

judgement on an application filed against a specialized agency 

brought into relationship with the United Nations in accordance 

with the provisions of Articles 57 and 63 of the Charter of the 

United Nations or other international organization or entity 

established by a treaty and participating in the common system 

of conditions of service, where a special agreement has been 

concluded between the agency, organization or entity concerned 

and the Secretary-General of the United Nations to accept the 

terms of the jurisdiction of the Dispute Tribunal, consonant with 

the present statute. Such special agreement shall provide that the 

agency, organization or entity concerned shall be bound by the 

judgements of the Dispute Tribunal and be responsible for the 

payment of any compensation awarded by the Dispute Tribunal 

in respect of its own staff members and shall include, inter alia, 

provisions concerning its participation in the administrative 

arrangements for the functioning of the Dispute Tribunal and 
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Article 3  
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appointed, to be determined by drawing of lots, shall serve three 

years and may be reappointed to the same Dispute Tribunal for a 

further non-renewable term of seven years. A current or former 

judge of the United Nations Appeals Tribunal shall not be eligible 

to serve in the Dispute Tribunal. 

5. A judge of the Dispute Tribunal appointed to replace a judge 
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2. The half-time judges of the Dispute Tribunal shall be deployed 

up to a cumulative period of six months per year, as decided by 

the President based on the caseload and any judicial absences 

affecting the work of the Tribunal. 

3. The Dispute Tribunal may decide to hold sessions at duty 

stations other than New York, Geneva and Nairobi, as required by 

its caseload.  

 

Article 6  

1. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall make the 

administrative arrangements necessary for the functioning of the 

Dispute Tribunal, including provisions for the travel and related 

costs of staff y1ts ofl make the 
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b. Within 90 calendar days of the expiry of the 

relevant response period for the management evaluation 

if no response to the request was provided. The response 

period shall be 30 calendar days after the submission of 

the decision to management evaluation for disputes 

arising at Headquarters and 45 calendar days for other 

offices;  

(ii) In cases where a management evaluation of the 

contested decision is not required, within 90 calendar days of 
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2. At any time during the proceedings, the Dispute Tribunal may 

order an interim measure, which is without appeal, to provide 

temporary relief to either party, where the contested 

administrative decision appears prima facie to be unlawful, in 

cases of particular urgency, and where its implementation would 

cause irreparable damage. This temporary relief may include an 

order to suspend the implementation of the contested 

administrative decision, except in cases of appointment, 

promotion or termination.  

3. At any time during the deliberations, the Dispute Tribunal may 

propose to refer the case to mediation. With the consent of the 

parties, it shall suspend the proceedings for a time to be specified 

by it. If a mediation agreement is not reached within this period 

of time, the Dispute Tribunal shall continue with its proceedings 

unless the parties request otherwise.  

4. Prior to a determination of the merits of a case, should the 

Dispute Tribunal find that a relevant procedure prescribed in the 

Staff Regulations and Rules or applicable administrative 

issuances has not been observed, the Dispute Tribunal may, with 

the concurrence of the Secretary-General of the United Nations
1 00912 te Trian 
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for harm, supported by evidence, and shall provide the reasons 

for that decision.  

6. Where the Dispute Tribunal determines that a party has 

manifestly abused the proceedings before it, it may award costs 

against that party.  

7. The Dispute Tribunal shall not award exemplary or punitive 

damages.  
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5. A copy of the judgement shall be communicated to each party 

in the case. The applicant shall receive a copy in the language in 

which the application was submitted unless he or she requests a 

copy in another official language of the United Nations.  

6. The judgements of the Dispute Tribunal shall be published, 

while protecting personal data, and made generally available by 

the Registry of the Tribunal.  

 

Article 12  

1. Either party may apply to the Dispute Tribunal for a revision of 

an executable judgement on the basis of the discovery of a 

decisive fact which was, at the time the judgement was rendered, 

unknown to the Dispute Tribunal and to the party applying for 

revision, always provided that such ignorance was not due to 

negligence. The application must be made within 30 calendar 

days of the discovery of the fact and within one year of the date 

of the judgement.   

2. Clerical or arithmetical mistakes, or errors arising therein from 

any accidental slip or omission, may at any time be corrected by 

the Dispute Tribunal, either on its own motion or on the 

application of any of the parties.  

3. Either party may apply to the Dispute Tribunal for an 

interpretation of the meaning or the scope of the final judgement, 

provided that it is not under consideration by the Appeals Tribunal.  

4. Once a judgement is executable under article 11, paragraph 3, 

of the present statute, either party may apply to the Dispute 

Tribunal for an order for execution of the judgement if the 

judgement requires execution within a certain period of time and 

such execution has not been carried out.  

 

Article 13  

The present statute may be amended by decision of the General 

Assembly. 


