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7. While the Staff Regulations and Rules of the United Nations is not a treaty, 

the Tribunal recognizes that art. 31.1 of the Vienna Convention on the Law of 

Treaties (“VCLT”) sets forth generally accepted rules for interpreting an 

international document, which refers to interpretation according to the “ordinary 

meaning” of the terms “in their context and in the light of its object and purpose” 

(see e.g., UN Administrative Tribunal Judgment No. 942, Merani (1999), para. VII; 

Avognon et al. UNDT/2020/151, para. 50; Applicant UNDT/2021/165, para. 37). 

8. The Tribunal considers it appropriate and in the interest of justice to direct 

the Respondent to provide his interpretation of staff rule 6.3(a), in particular, its 

chapeau, in accordance with art. 31.1 of the VCLT. 

9. In accordance with the principle of equality of arms, the Tribunal also gives 


