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Introduction 

1. By an incomplete application filed on 30 January 2023, completed on 

13 February 2023, the Applicant, a staff member of the Office of the United Nations 

High Commissioner for Refugees (“UNHCR”), contests the decision to place her 

on Special Leave Without Pay (“SLWOP”) for any periods of non-employment 

until she is either regularly reassigned or at the end of her current standard 

assignment length (“SAL”) in Budapest, following recognition of a special 

constraint. 

2. The application was served on the Respondent with a deadline for reply set 

to 22 March 2023. 

3. 
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6. At the outset, the Tribunal recalls that art. 19 of its Rules of Procedure 

provides that it can “issue any order or give any direction which appears to a judge 

to be appropriate for the fair and expeditious disposal of the case and to do justice 
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10. Like it was the case in Patkar, the contested decision in the Applicant’s case 

is a final one and clearly indicates the employment related consequences at the end 

of the Applicant’s current TA, i.e., placement on SLWOP in the absence of a new 

TA. Thus, while the placement of the Applicant on SLWOP is contingent upon the 

eventuation of certain circumstances, it does not alter the finality of the contested 

decision (see, e.g., Patkar 2021-UNAT-1102, para. 27). 

11. Accordingly, the Tribunal finds that the application is receivable ratione 

materiae and, consequently, the Respondent’s motion for summary judgment fails. 

Extension of time and filing of further submissions 

12. The Respondent requested an extension of the deadline to file his reply 
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b. The Respondent’s request for extension of the deadline to file his reply 

is granted; 

c. By Wednesday, 29 March 2023, the Respondent shall file his reply; 

and  

d. By Thursday, 20 April 2023, the Applicant shall file her rejoinder. 

(Signed


