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Consideration

Pes

11. The Respondent su

[O]In 9 March 2021, Ms. Assefa informed Counsel for the
Respondent that due [to] a family emergency, she is no longer
available to attend the hearing on either of the scheduled dates.
Accordingly, the Respondent moves the Dispute Tribunal to vary
the hearing dates set out in Order No. 54 (GVA/2021), and to
adjourn the hearing after the evidence of the Applicant has been
taken to a suitable date after the middle of April 2021, when
Ms. Assefa should have returned to duty.

12.  The Tribunal must here express its misgivings on the substance of the motion.

13.  The witness in question was selected and called by the Respondent, ,enthe
Respondent. The Tribunal would therefore have expected him to ensure that his

witness was available to testify on the given dates.

14. The Tribunal finds it difficult to accept the suggestion that the witnesso
fifamily emergencyo should result in these proceedings being deferred by a month.
The issue here is whether being on leave is grounds for a witness/staff member to
say that he/she is not available to testify before the Tribunal. The Tribunalls
schedule cannot be varied on the basis of the exigencies facing the parties, unless

there is exceptional reason to do so.

15. In scheduling its hearings, the Tribunal has to balance the interests of both
parties as well as its own scheduling constraints, while ensuring that the integrity

of the proceedings is properly observed.

16. The Tribunal expects counsel for both parties to conduct themselves in a
manner befitting their respective roles as officers of the court and, to that extent,

exercise the deference and respect for these proceedings.
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