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1. By letter dated 11 March 2020, the Applicant in Cases 

No. UNDT/GVA/2017/052 and UNDT/GVA/2018/099 requested the 

Judge President of Dispute Tribunal to order that the Dispute Tribunal Judge 

assigned to these cases, namely Judge Bravo, be recused from adjudicating them. 

2. In essence, the Applicant claims that her cases, which were previously 

assigned to Judge Downing, were inappropriately reassigned to Judge Bravo at the 

expiry of Judge Downing’s term with the Dispute Tribunal on 10 July 2019. The 

Applicant further complains that a number of documents relating to Case 

No. UNDT/2017/052 have been deleted from the online case management system. 

3. In accordance with art. 28 of the Rules of Procedure of the Dispute Tribunal 

on recusal, Judge Bravo provided her response to the Applicant’s recusal request 

by letter dated 12 March 2020. Judge Bravo denies having any conflict of interest 

in any of the relevant cases and requests that her assignment be maintained. 

4. By letter dated 24 March 2020, the Applicant filed her final comments on the 

matter. She specifies that her complaint is based on the grounds that pursuant to 

art. 27 of the Rules of Procedure of the Dispute Tribunal, Judge Bravo allegedly 

has a conflict of interest. 
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The legal framework for requesting a recusal of a Dispute Tribunal Judge 

5. Article 28.2 of the Rules of Procedure of the Dispute Tribunal sets out the 

procedure by which an applicant can request the recusal of a Judge assigned to 

her/his case(s) as relevant to the present case: 

 A party may make a reasoned request for the recusal of a 
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6. Section 2 (Impartiality) of the Code of Conduct for the Judges of the United 

Nations Dispute Tribunal and the United Nations Appeal Tribunals adds in its 

relevant part that 

(c) Judges must recuse themselves from a case if: 

 (i) They have a conflict of interest; 

 (ii) It may reasonably appear to a properly informed 

person that they have a conflict of interest; 

 (iii) They have personal knowledge of disputed 

evidentiary facts concerning the proceedings. 

7. The notion of “conflict interest” is defined in art. 27.1 of the Tribunal’s Rules 

of Procedure as “any factor that may impair or reasonably give the appearance of 

impairing the ability of a judge to independently and impartially adjudicate a case 

assigned to him or her”. 

8. Under art. 27.2 of the Rules of Procedure, such a conflict of interest arises 

where a case assigned to a Judge involves any of the following: 

a. A person with whom the Judge has a personal, familiar or professional 

relationship; 

b. A matter in which the Judge has previously served in another capacity, 

including as an adviser, counsel, expert or witness; 

c. Any other circumstances that would make it appear to a reasonable and 

impartial observer that the Judge’s participation in the adjudication of the 

matter would be inappropriate. 

9. While the Code of Conduct does not specifically define what is meant by a 

conflict of interest, it provides that “Judges must uphold the independence and 
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The reassignment of the Applicant’s cases to Judge Bravo 

10. 
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