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Introduction 

1. By application filed on 4 October 2019, the Applicant, a staff member of the 

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (“UNHCR”), requested 

suspension of action pending management evaluation of the “[d]ecision not to 

laterally transfer [him] to [the] soon to be vacant post performing identical functions 



 



  Case No. UNDT/GVA/2019/058 

  Order No. 73 (GVA/2019) 

 

Page 4 of 10 

������������������������

b. The decision to reclassify his current post as a Legal Officer post is 
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j. Monetary compensation is insufficient to compensate the frustration, 

unhappiness and loss of chance of career development associated with the 

non-renewal of a fixed-term contract; and 

k. Should the contested decision be implemented, the likelihood that the 
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e. Comparative reviews are not foreseen for international staff in 

UNHCR, who are subject to mandatory rotation and, unlike locally recruited 

staff, do not face termination of their appointment should their encumbered 

position be discontinued or reclassified. In fact, staff members holding 

indefinite appointments or fixed-term appointments expiring after the 

effective date the position changes are placed on Special Leave with Full Pay 

for a maximum of nine cumulative months or the remainder of their 

contractual length; 
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f. The frustration of a possible remedy is not a basis to declare an 

application as urgent; 

g. The Applicant is not imminently facing separation because his contract 

is valid until the end of 2019. The matter before the Tribunal is the alleged 

failure to laterally transfer the Applicant to a vacant post. This matter is not 

urgent as he has applied to the vacant post and can await the selection 

outcome; and 
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Entered in the Register on this 11th day of October 2019 

( �����) 

René M. Vargas M., Registrar, Geneva 

 


