
Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production and Stockpiling of
Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on their Destruction. Opened

for Signature at London, Moscow and Washington. 10 April 1972.
The States Parties to this Convention,

 Determined to act with a view to achieving effective progress towards general and complete
disarmament, including the prohibition and elimination of all types of weapons of mass
destruction, and convinced that the prohibition of the development, production and stockpiling of
chemical and bacteriological (biological) weapons and their elimination, through effective
measures, will facilitate the achievement of general and complete disarmament under strict and
effective international control.

 Recognising the important significance of the Protocol for the Prohibition of the Use in War of
Asphyxiating, Poisonous or Other Gases and of Bacteriological Methods of Warfare, signed at
Geneva on 17 June 1925, and conscious also of the contribution which the said Protocol has
already made, and continues to make, to mitigating the horrors of war,

 Reaffirming their adherence to the principles and objectives of that Protocol and calling upon
all States to comply strictly with them,

 Recalling that the General Assembly of the United Nations has repeatedly condemned all
actions contrary to the principles and objectives of the Geneva Protocol of 17 June 1925,

 



Each State Party to this Convention undertakes not to transfer to any



agents for weapons purposes.

 ARTICLE X

 1. The State Parties to this Convention undertake to facilitate, and have the right to participate
in, the fullest possible exchange of equipment, materials and scientific and technological
information for the use of bacteriological (biological) agents and toxins for peaceful purposes.
Parties to the Convention in a position to do so shall also co-operate in contributing individually
or together with other States or international organisations to the further development and
application of scientific discoveries in the field of bacteriology (biology) for the prevention of
disease, or for other peaceful purposes.

 2. This Convention shall be implemented in a manner designed to avoid hampering the
economic or technological development of States Parties to the Convention or international
co-operation in the field of peaceful bacteriological (biological) activities, including the
international exchange of bacteriological (biological) agents and toxins and equipment for the



Convention.
 4. For States whose instruments of ratification or accession are deposited subsequent to the

entry into force of this Convention, it shall enter into force on the date of the deposit of their
instruments of ratification or accession.

 5. The Depositary Governments shall promptly inform all signatory and acceding States of the
date of each signature, the date of deposit of each instrument of ratification or of accession and
the date of the entry into force of this Convention, and of the receipt of other notices.

 6. This Convention shall be registered by the Depositary Governments pursuant to Article 102
of the Charter of the United Nations.

 ARTICLE XV

This Convention, the English, Russian, French, Spanish and Chinese texts of which are equally
authentic, shall be deposited in the archives of the Depositary Governments. Duly certified
copies of the Convention shall be transmitted by the Depositary Governments to the
Governments of the signatory and acceding States.


