




A genocide means any of the following acts committed with intent to destroy, in 



Other factors are tensions in access to resources from the state, socio-economic 

disparities and tensions around political, social or cultural groups that could then 

develop along national, ethnic, racial or religious lines. 

An absence of national mechanisms or initiatives to deal with identity-based 

conflict may mean you have a society that has risk factors of genocide. 

The red flags would be ethnically, nationally, racially or religiously-motivated 

attacks or profiling of some people. 

And when you notice that populations are not protected equally, human rights 

violations, breakdown of legal systems or violation of international humanitarian 

law, then these are red flags. 

 

What numbers are we talking about for an event to qualify as 

genocide? 

It's not about numbers. When we get into numbers, we begin to complicate 

issues. For example in Bosnia Herzegovina, over 8,000 people were killed. In 

Rwanda, a million people were killed within three months. And in the Holocaust, 

six million people lost their lives. 

At the Kigali Genocide Memorial, there is a plaque at the door with the 

inscription: “Often, people think about genocide in terms of numbers”. People are 



waiting to hear one million people have died. What they don't realise is that it's 

six people dying here, three there, 20 others tomorrow and so on. All these 

numbers add up, such that one day you will have the one million people. 

 

What are the challenges in fighting genocide? 

We still don't have a critical mass of people willing to build bridges and 



This year marks 28 years since the genocide against the Tutsi in Rwanda. What 

lessons can countries learn? 

We must have a culture of independent and impartial investigations into 

allegations of violations and abuses of human rights and accountability for 

serious violations so as not to perpetuate an environment that exposes people to 

a higher risk of atrocity crimes. 



I went to Rwanda and Bosnia Herzegovina to pay my respects to the victims and 

the survivors. But at the same time, I wanted to speak out strongly against 

genocide denial. 

We must counter the Holocaust deniers as well as those who deny the Srebrenica 

and Rwanda genocides. 



 

You have talked about a “new approach to preventing genocide”, 

which involves engaging communities. How does this work? 

Prevention of genocide is still largely understood as an approach that should be 

taken from national, regional, and international perspectives. However, research 



For Rwanda, Martin Luther King said the arc of the moral universe is long, but it 

bends towards justice. Justice must continue to be done. Those people who 

perpetrated genocide need to be brought to justice. 

We have many indicted people who are still at large, and some are living normal 

lives in member states of the UN without fear of being brought to justice. This 

impunity undermines what my office stands for. 
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