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Commentsof the Islamic Republic of Iran
concerning
%the Scope and Application of the Principle of Universal Jurisdiction

1. The vews and observationsf the Islamic Republic of Irarregardingthe scope and
applicationuniversal jurisdictiorremain consistent and have been reflectets mational
statementslelivered inprevious

thatis to be invokedon the basis of treaty
frameworls to which the concerned states goarties due regard shall be had to the
fundamentaprinciplesof sovereign equalitynorrintervention,andterritorial integrity.
Along the same lines, suclpg@licatiors should notencroach upothe principle of State
sovereignty asthe hallmarkof internationalrelationsandthe principle of immunity of
Stateofficials, which is a significantmanifestatiorthereof.

3. The Islamic Republic of Iran has on numerous occasions shared the concern raised by
some judges of the International Court of Justice with regard to the creeping growth of
WKH VFRSH RI WKH SULQFLSOH RI XQLYHUVDDOUNMBQW GLF
case of 11 April 2000 (Democratic Republic of the Congo v. Belgium). As such, we share
the view that it would be judicial chaos should jurisdiction be conferred upon the courts
of every State in the world to prosecute international crimes; wieefushare the view
[raised byJudge Guillaume in his separate opinid]K DW 3 X QLY H UivdbsentidX ULV G L
LV XQNQRZQ WR LQWHUQDWLRQDO FRQYHQWLRQDO ODZ~

4. The Islamic Republic of Iran recalls thatthe deliberations within the Sixth Committee
on thescope and application of universal jurisdictmautionwas advised by a number of
delegationsgainst the unnecessary expansion of crimes under universal jurisdiction
similar vein, the Islamic Republic of Iramould like to underlinghat the unwarranted
expansion of crimes undaniversal jurisdictiorruns afoul of theverypurpose envisaged
in exercising universal jurisdictiom the first place as theramifications resulting
therefromcould lead tothe potential application of such jurisdictidar politically-
motivatedpurposesand alsocould underminethe role andthe raison d'étreof the said
form of jurisdiction in combating the most egregious crimes of concern to the
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international community as a whole. Therefaesort to this complementary jurisdiction
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