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19trengthening and 

coordinating 
United Nations rule of law activities (A/78/184), upholding the rule of law is essential to 
addressing the complex crises of our time and to building peaceful societies with equal 
opportunities and with full respect for the rights and freedoms of all.  
 
Azerbaijan’s experience of nearly thirty years of occupation of its sovereign territories by 
neighboring Armenia, in blatant violation of the Charter of the United Nations, international law 

resolving the conflict by peaceful means. 
 
In a hope for endless impunity, Armenia never engaged faithfully in the peace process and, 
instead, directed all its efforts at colonizing the occupied territories of Azerbaijan under the 
cover of the ceasefire and the peace process. The defeat of this policy was inevitable. 
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By the fall of 2020, when the hostilities resumed, the situation was indicative of the absence of 
other reasonable means of bringing the aggression and occupation to an end, rendering the use 
of force in self-defence the ultima ratio. As a result of the 44-day war, Azerbaijan liberated 
more than 300 cities, towns and villages from occupation. Azerbaijan fought not against a 
fictitious entity or civilian residents, as Armenia falsely claims, but against the regular armed 
forces of Armenia, as well as terrorist and mercenary groups under its command and control, 
deployed in the territories of Azerbaijan.  
 
Despite the post-conflict peace prospects and the efforts made in this regard, Armenia has 
opted for its usual practice of feigning participation in the normalization process while 
maintaining territorial claims, launching a smear anti-Azerbaijan campaign and attempting to 
sustain and further incite violent ethnic separatism in my country.   
 
Having refused to completely withdraw its armed forces from the territory of Azerbaijan, in 
violation of international law, the 1993 Security Council resolutions and the November 2020 
trilateral statement, Armenia increased its armed provocations in recent months. Last month, 
on 19-20 September, following new deadly terrorist acts that caused numerous casualties 
among our civilians and military, Azerbaijan undertook the local counter-terrorism measures 
against the Armenian armed forces illegally deployed and present on the territory of 
Azerbaijan.  
 
These measures were carried out in full accordance with the rights and responsibilities vested 
in States under the Charter of the United Nations and international law, and in strict 
compliance with international humanitarian law. They lasted less than 24 hours and culminated 
in the dissolution of the former occupation regime and its structures and the surrender and 
disarmament of the Armenian armed forces on the territory of Azerbaijan.  
 
In the context of the efforts at the national level to promote accountability consistent with 
international standards, Azerbaijan has taken concrete steps to investigate and prosecute 
serious offences committed during the Armenian aggression, in full accordance with its national 
legislation and international obligations. 
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