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Thank you, Chair.  
 

I have the honour today to speak on behalf of Australia, New Zealand and my 
own country, Canada.  
 

The rule of law underpins the United Nations and the rules-based 
international order as a whole. This system is central to the maintenance of 
international peace, security, and stability. We also recognize the essential role that 
the rule of law plays within this system for the achievement of sustainable 
development and eradication of poverty, access to justice and accountability, and 
the protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms. CANZ countries have 
always been and will continue to be strong supporters of the rule of law at both the 
national and international levels. 
 

We recognize the fact that the rule of law and development are strongly 
interrelated and mutually reinforcing. In this respect, we reaffirm our commitment 
to Our Common Agenda and the 2030 Agenda. We recognize the importance of 
Sustainable Development Goal 16, which strives to promote just, peaceful, and 
inclusive societies, as an enabler of the entire 2030 Agenda. The 2030 Agenda 
recognizes the important contribution of good governance, the rule of law and 
transparent, effective, and accountable institutions to sustainable development.  
 

The rule of law is embedded in the United Nations Charter and other key 
multilateral instruments. These instruments are essential for just and effective 
governance as well as for maintenance of international peace and security. This is 
especially true at a time when we face challenges of an enormous scope, scale, and 
complexity. It is imperative that all fundamental rules of international law be 
respected.  
 

The challenges we face are vast and ever evolving and are not limited to a 
single State or region. Some of these challenges are caused by actors who continue 
to act outside the limits of the rules-based international order and threaten the 
peace and stability of the international community as well as erode the 
independence of judicial institutions and threaten democratic systems. Some issues 
stem from new and rapidly developing technologies that create new ways for 
individuals to interact and connect but also bring with them new challenges for the 
protection and promotion of human rights and international law.  
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New and emerging challenges can be addressed through the application of 

the international law framework. Issues such as artificial intelligence and 
cybercrime and their implications for the respect for human rights; the emergence 
of non-traditional actors who pose a risk to global peace and stability; and ensuring 
the sustainable, responsible, and peaceful use of outer space present new 
questions for policy makers and legal experts, can and should be addressed through 
international law. While the problems we collectively face may be changing, our 
response must remain steadfast. The international rules-based system, with the 
rule of law at its core, must be defended.  
 

While ensuring the strengthening of the rule of law at the international level 
is imperative for the maintenance of peace and stability, CANZ countries also call 
upon all States to recognize the importance of strengthening the rule of law 
domestically. 




