Thank you Mr. Chair.

Portugal aligns itself with the statement delivered by the EU and Timor Leste,
of behalf of the Community of Portuguese Speaking Countries, and wishes to

make some additional remarks in its national capacity.

The position of Portugal regarding this particular issue has been made clear
during our discussions over the years and reiterated already during this resumed
session. We maintain our belief that it is imperative for States to follow the
recommendation of the International Law Commission and initiate a structured
process towards negotiating and adopting a convention on CaH, on the basis of

the Draft Articles put forward by the ILC.

Let me recall why we believe it's imperative and urgent to do so. | could go
back to our previous statements or quote from what many delegations said
earlier today (and, among others, my colleagues from the EU, Bolivia, Timor,
Australia and Mexico eloquently clarified the nature and purpose of this
exercise). But let me draw instead from the ILC, a body we established to
undertake the mandate of the GA under the UN Charter for encouraging the
progressive development of international law and its codification and for
assisting member states in international law-making. And so I'll quote from the
commentaries to the draft articles, which summarizes what many have said:

“Three crimes typically have featured in the jurisdiction of international criminal









