


Thank you, Madame Chair. 

Cyprus aligns itself with the statement delivered on behalf of the EU and its member states 

and wishes to make some additional remarks in its national capacity concerning provisions of 

Cluster 2.  

Article 2: Definition of crimes against humanity 

Cyprus considers Article 7 of the Rome Statute as an appropriate basis for the elaboration of 

a future international Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of Crimes against 

Humanity. This definition enjoys broad support going beyond the 123 States Parties to the 

Rome Statute and reflects a practice of almost eight decades. Thus, it offers the much-needed 

legal stability and certainty and contributes to the harmonization of national laws globally.  

We believe that this definition reflects customary international law. We do take note of the 

different position expressed by several delegations regarding definition of crimes against 

humanity. Our task is to agree on a definition that is effective, widely accepted, reflects legal 

practice, and avoids fragmentation of law. We consider that the definition provided in Art. 7 

of the Rome Statute is a good starting point. As already mentioned, being a State Party to the 

Rome Statute would not be a pre-condition for adhering to a Convention on crimes against 

humanity.  

My delegation welcomes 



Regarding gender, Cyprus welcomes the decision of the ILC not include the definition of 



Finally, Article 4: Obligation of prevention  

It is a fact that one of the main objectives of a future Convention on Crimes against Humanity 

is to prevent the commission of such crimes and thus, an explicit reference to this obligation 

is welcomed in the text.  

Further, we agree with the view of the ILC regarding the territorial scope, provided in draft 

Article 4.3 This provision is also found in other international conventions, including the 1984 

Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment 

(article 2, para.1), which provides: “Each State Party shall take effective legislative, 

administrative, judicial or other measures to prevent acts of torture in any territory under its 

jurisdiction”. 4 

 

Thank you. 

 

 

 
3 See commentary no. 12, page 60 of the 2019 ILC Draft Articles on Prevention and punishment of Crimes Against 
Humanity. 
4 see General comment 2, para.16, Committee against Torture, Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, 
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, CAT/C/GC/2, of 28 January 2008. 
 


