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Status of the Protocols Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 1949 and relating to the
protection of victims of armed conflicts and measures taken to strengthen international

humanitarian law

Report by Austria

June 2022

Since Austria’s last report in 2020, the following measures were taken by Austria relating to
the Protocols Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 1949, the protection of victims of
armed conflicts and the strengthening of International Humanitarian Law (IHL):

1.

In the wake of the 33™ International Red Cross and Red Crescent Conference in
December 2019, Austria joined further voluntary “Open Pledges” by other states and
organisations. In line with the Austrian priorities of strengthening compliance with IHL,
protecting civilians and cooperating with national IHL committees, commitments made
related to strengthening domestic implementation of IHL in military operations, the
protection of children in armed conflict and generally of civilians in urban areas, and to
promoting the work of national IHL committees as well as the exchange of information
among them.

As regards the pledge to host a regional conference of the European national [HL
committees in Vienna in 2020, in close cooperation with the ICRC, this conference had
to be postponed due to the COVID-19 pandemic, but is now envisaged to take place in
spring of 2023. Likewise, the annual seminar on the promotion and dissemination of IHL
organised by the MF



law in Austria and advising the members of the Federal Government on the fulfilment
of the obligations of the Republic of Austria under the Geneva Conventions and their
Additional Protocols, as well as the coordination of the implementation of the pledges
made by the Republic of Austria and the Austrian Red Cross at the International
Conferences of the Red Cross and Red Crescent.”

Additionally, the amendment included a provision on an annual subsidy to the Austrian
Red Cross (Sections 10b and c) of 2 Mio. €, intended to “secure its sustainable
functioning as the recognised national Red Cross society according to Section 1 and the
implementation of its tasks based on the Geneva Conventions and their Additional
Protocols as well as the relevant decisions of the International Conferences of the Red
Cross and Red Crescent (Section 2(2))”.
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laws and regulations, to serve as a key reference document, especially for legal advisers
and law professors, for the training of members of the Austrian armed forces in IHL.
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