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Mr. Chair,
We align ourselves with the statement made by Iran on behalf of the Non -Aligned Movement.

Impunity for grave breaches and serious crimes threaten international peace and security and
undermine our international law -based order. Accountability is indispensable to preserve the rule of
international law and to advance peace.

Despite decades of efforts in this regard, including the establishment of the International Criminal
Court, victims still fear that justice is beyond reach and perpetrators still believe immunity is
conferred.

Rooted in the Geneva Conventions and reaffirmed in international treaties prohibiting the most
serious crimes, universal jurisdiction is essential to ensure the rights of victims to an effective judicia |
remedy, to combat imp unity, and to promote deterrence. It is precisely the horrific nature of the crimes
concerned that justifies such universal jurisdiction.

Universal jurisdiction is an established component of international law. It overcomes the ju risdictional
gaps in our international legal order. It is a stepping -stone towards universal justice. We have the
power, and indeed the responsibility , to promote, advance, and materialize universal jurisdiction ,
including by rejecting politicization of it s mechanisms

Mr. Chair,

The International Criminal Court is the f irst criminal c ourt with universal calling. A project of 50 years
in the making. Never before in history has an effort been made to bring within the scope of one
international Court a universal response to countless crimes, spanning decades, across all continen{s
and building on a century of efforts to develop international criminal law.

Despite the magnitude of such a development and its innovative nature, the International Criminal
Court lacks universal jurisdiction over war crimes, crimes against humanity, genocide, and the crime

of aggression.

Therefore, it is important that the United Nations bodies and States continue promote such universal
jurisdiction.
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