10 October 2022
Statement by Loureen Sayej, Third Secretary, before the 77 t Session of the General Assembly
Meeting of the Sixth Committee on Rule of Law at the National and International Levels (Agenda
Item 84)
Mr. Chair,

We align ourselves with the statement made by Iran on behalf of the Non -Aligned Movement.

The rule of law is the guarantor of freedom, dignity, equality, justice, and stability. Under the rule of
law, everyone is accountable; the powerless is protected and the powerful is contested.
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In Palestine, we are well placed to speak of thesedouble standards. For 75 years, we have witnessed
how rules applied for some and were suspended for others; how accountability depended on the
identity of the perpetrators or the identity of their victims; and how international mechanisms were
activated there and systematically blocked here.

This selective justice has allowed for might to trump rights, power to supplant justice, and impunity
to subvert accountability. The fact is: there is no rule of law if there is no will to enforce it on the
ground, on our ground, in Palestine. This is the ultimate test for the efficacy of the rule of law at the
international level.

A permanent court to prosecute individuals who commit war crimes, crimes against humanity,
genocide, and crime of aggression, strikes at the essence of the rule of law and is critical to guarantee
its durability.

Therefore, we turned to the International Criminal Court, seeking justice, instead of v engeance. We
joined this Court of last resort to prevent recurrence of atrocity crimes against our people, because we
believed in the words and ideals enshrined in the Rome Statute; because we believed we were not less
human or less deserving to enjoy the protection of rule of law.

The State of Palestine will continue to cooperate, fully and effectively, with the International Criminal
Court and other international mechanisms and bodies, to ensure accountability for crimes and to

uphold the rule of law.

We call on the international community to ensure the protection, independence, and impartiality of
our International Criminal Court, and to deter any attacks or politicization of its essentialwork.

Mr. Chair,
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