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Thank you, Mr./Madam Chair,



| have thehonaur to speak on behalf of the European Union and its Member States.

The Candidate Countridgirkiye, North Macedonig Montenegro, Serbia, Albania, Ukraine

and the Republic of Moldova, the country of the Stabilisation and Association Process and
potential candidate Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as Geaengia,San Marinaalign
themselves with this statement.

Mr./MadamChair,

The European Union and its Méer States stand firm iheir belief that multilateralisnmas
to be guided by the principle of rule of lakhe promotiorof the rule of law remains a priority
for us.

The rule of law has a direct irapt on the life of every persoh is a precondition for ensuring

eqgual treatment before the law and the defenteimfanrights. The rule of law is intertwined

with our commitment to cherish thfeeedoms and rightsf every individual.lt is also a
foundation for good governance angko and participatory democratic processes, where both
women and men, as well as civil society, have the right to meaningful participetiemule

of law, human rights, a functional judicial system and access to democratic processes will have
to be uphead and promoteduring all forms of crisg, including during pandemics, in conflict
situations and when natural disasters strike.

A shift to a peopleentred approach to rule of law is important; a shift from the traditional
focus on institutions and theasg, to an approach that puts people and their justice needs at the
cente of justice systemsThis is alsom O L Q H QUL @dkKmon Agendaf

Mr. Chair,

The Covid19 pandemidad a significant impacin all levels of society. In the interest of time,
we will focus on two main aspextthe impact on judiciary and the surge of disinformation
duringthe pandemic.

It is a reality that th&€ovid-19 crisishasnegatively impacted othe judicial systers. There
have been delays of-person hearings and of crelssrder serving of judicial dmments;
inabilities toobtain inperson legal aid; anexpiry of deadlineglue to delays.

The disproportionate impact of the pandemic and other crises on women and girls is also
evident when it comes to the rule of law. The rising prevalence of geased violence,

including conflictrelated sexual violence require additional measures to strengthen the access

North Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia and Albania continue to be part of the Stabilisation and
Association Process.
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of women and girls to the judiciary system, to ensure accountability and to avoid impunity.
This must be addressed with priority as lack of gerdeality is a major driver of conflict and
fragility, compounding other crises.

National prison administratisrwere under pressure to take measures/tind spreading the
virus. Theseincluded the temporary suspension family visits and ativities with outside
person®r thepostponenent ofphysical transfers of prisonerBhe outbreak also had an impact
on the exercise of procedural rightk suspects and accuseas diect communication with
lawyers andnterpretersbecamevery difficult. It equallymadejudicial cooperation in criminal
matters, suclas European Arrest Warrgmtoceedingsmore difficult

The judiciary had to adjust to all theslgallengesThis propelled theligitalisation of justice.

The pandemic set in motiamportant developments towardl@ital, reslient European justice
systemcapable of protecting the rule of law undmlverse circumstances hindsight, the
pandemic highlighted the need for a modern and digital justice system.

As an example, the EU has adopted new regulations aimed at making access to justice faster,
more affordable and uséendly for EU citizens and businesses through digitalisation. Under

the new ruleslegal documents relating to court proceedings carsdreed electronically.
Communicatiorbetween dispute parties court proceedings were conductiditally through

the use of vidednearing and conferencinm particularLQ pVPDOO FODLPY PDWWHU\

Such measures significantigceleratea transition toward upholding the rule of law through
a digitalised approachirhe EU will further advance the use of digital tools for judicial
proceedings while protectirtpe fundamental principlesf independence and impatrtiality of
the courtsand respeng the right to a fair trial

Mr./MadamChair,

Disinformation - or foreign information manipulation andinterference- has increasingly
becomeachallengdo the rule of law, human rights, and the safeguarding of international peace
and security across borders. We believe a focusoanteringdisinformation is necessary in

the scope of our debate today, given that disinformaompaign$ave increased throughout
the pandemic. The rise of disinformatigregrettablyone of the negative consequenoéthe
pandemicanda critical threatto the rule of law.

Disinformation may destabilise the rule of law and may cause broader societaMuaim
significantly, disinformatiorhas thepotential to undermine the credibility of institutiothet
play an essential role in upholding the rule of law.
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Weare concerneldy this worryingtrend, especially asemocracies are often distinctive tagyet
of this form of attackn times of criss. The EU stands firm in its fight against disinformation,
and standsip against the adversities it causes to society as a whole and the ruleinf law
particular Against this background the EU, within the framewofkhe Strategic Compass
adopted in March this year, decided to develop a specific toolbox in order to makeidhe
better equipped to counter disinformation.
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