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Mr. Chair,
Excellencies,
Distinguished delegates,

1. The delegation of Sierra Leone welcomes the opportunity to share
our perspective on the agenda item “Responsibility of States for
internationally wrongful acts . We, however, bemoan the fact that
we can only do so after 3 years from the last Sixth Committee

plenary on the topic, despite its iBT /F51[()] T ET Q g 0.00000912 0612
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commend the Secretary -General for the compilation of decisions,
which without commenting on the merits, we repeat, is telling of

the reliance being placed on the State responsibility articles.

4. Particular note is taken of the frequency, geographical coverage,
and the multilateral nature of the courts, tribunals and other bodies

that invoked the articles for the period under review .

Mr. Chair,

5. Sierra Leone continues to express the view that the text of the State
responsibility articles represents a compromise, not perfect, but

rather balanced and authoritative.

6. Initially, Sierra Leone had taken a precautionary approach on the
guestion of conve ning a diplomatic conference with the view of
concluding a convention. We, however, averred 3 years ago and
will similarly assert and urge that g iven the length of time that has
passed, the crystallization of the articles, and its influence in
internationa | law jurisprudence, we see value in taking concrete
practical steps to resolve the question of the future adoption of the

articles as a convention.

7. States still have the primary role in norm setting at the international
level. The mandate of the Interna tional Law Commission (ILC)
derived from article 13 (1) (a) of the Charter of the United Nations

in 1947, and today, remains to initiate studies and make
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recommendations for the purpose of [..] encouraging the

progressive development of international la w and its codification

8. As recipients of the recommendations of the ILC , the fundamental

role of States
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Committees wishes to accord the same respect for comparable

ILC produc
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