


We took note of the decision of the Commission to transmit the draft articles to 

Governments for comments and observations, and we may submit further comments on 

the draft articles and commentaries thereto in writing as necessary.  

 

�³Sea-level rise in relation to international law�  ́

 

Mr. Chair, 

 

�7�•�U�N�L�\�H��was one of the delegations that welcomed the inclusion of the topic of 

�³sea-level rise in relation to international law�  ́ in the programme of work of the 

International Law Commission.  

 

�7�•�U�N�L�\�H���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���Q�H�F�H�V�V�L�W�\���R�I��the promotion of international coordination 

and cooperation from all the countries affected by sea-level rise to the study of the 

Commission and encourages examination of the legal aspects of sea-level rise.  

 

Thus, the establishment of an open-ended Study Group in 2019, the publishing 

of 



 

 �7�K�D�W���L�V���Z�K�\���7�•�U�N�L�\�H���H�Q�F�R�X�U�D�J�H�V���W�K�H���F�R�Q�V�X�O�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q�V���R�Q���W�K�H Study 

�*�U�R�X�S�¶�V���D�Q�D�O�\�V�L�V���R�I���W�K�H���O�H�J�D�O���G�L�P�H�Q�V�L�R�Q�V���R�I���V�H�D-level rise.  

 

 The Second �,�V�V�X�H�V���3�D�S�H�U���D�O�V�R���D�U�J�X�H�V���W�K�D�W���³�Z�K�H�Q���D�Q�D�O�\�V�L�Q�J���W�K�H���S�K�H�Q�R�P�H�Q�R�Q���R�I��

sea-level rise with a particular focus on the issue of statehood, it is worth considering, 

inter alia, ...[T]he preservation of the rights of States affected by the phenomenon of 

sea-level rise in respect of the maritime areas under their jurisdiction and the living and 

non-�O�L�Y�L�Q�J���U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V���W�K�H�U�H�L�Q���´���� 

 

 We consider this argument to be far-fetched and hypothetical considering the 

�I�D�F�W�� �W�K�D�W�� �³�W�K�H�U�H�� �K�D�V�� �Q�R�W�� �E�H�H�Q�� �D�� �V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �D�� �6�W�D�W�H�� �Z�K�R�V�H�� �O�D�Q�G��territory has been 

�F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�O�\���F�R�Y�H�U�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���V�H�D���R�U���W�K�D�W���K�D�V���E�H�F�R�P�H���L�Q�K�D�E�L�W�D�E�O�H���I�R�U���L�W�V���S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q���´���7�K�H��

Second Issues Paper also concedes this fact. 

 

We are of the view that, for maritime zones where maritime boundary 

delimitation has not taken place, sea-



 Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

 


