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11 April 2023 

 

Statement by Loureen Sayej, Third Secretary,  before 77th General Assembly Meeting of the Sixth 

Committee on Agenda Item 78: Crime Against Humanity (Cluster II): 

 

Madam Chair,  

 

The State of Palestine sees a value in the ÊÖÕÚÐËÌÙÈÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ ÙÛÐÊÓÌɯƛɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ1ÖÔÌɯ2ÛÈÛÜÛÌɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌÚÌɯ

ËÙÈÍÛɯ ÈÙÛÐÊÓÌÚȮɯ ÞÐÛÏÖÜÛɯ ×ÙÌÑÜËÐÊÌɯ ÛÖɯ ÈÕàɯ 2ÛÈÛÌɀÚɯ ×ÖÚÐÛÐÖÕȭɯ ,ÈÐÕÛÈÐÕÐÕÎɯ ÚÜÉÚÛÈÕÛÐÝÌɯ ÊÖÕÚÐÚÛÌÕÊàɯÞÐÛÏɯ

ÌßÐÚÛÐÕÎɯÐÕÛÌÙÕÈÛÐÖÕÈÓɯÐÕÚÛÙÜÔÌÕÛÚɯÐÚɯÕÌÊÌÚÚÈÙàɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÔÈÐÕÛÌÕÈÕÊÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÐÕÛÌÙÕÈÛÐÖÕÈÓɯÙÌÎÐÔÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ

×ÙÌÝÌÕÛÐÖÕɯÈÕËɯ×ÜÕÐÚÏÔÌÕÛɯÖÍɯÊÙÐÔÌÚɯÈÎÈÐÕÚÛɯÏÜÔÈÕÐÛàȭɯ 

 

On the proposed definition of crimes against humanity in the draft article, and without prejudice to 

ongoing deliberations and discussions:   

 

1. 3ÏÌɯ2ÛÈÛÌɯÖÍɯ/ÈÓÌÚÛÐÕÌɯÚÜ××ÖÙÛÚɯÈɯÉÙÖÈËÌÙɯËÌÍÐÕÐÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯɁÈÕàɯÊÐÝÐÓÐÈÕɯ×Ö×ÜÓÈÛÐÖÕɂȭɯ6ÌɯÈÙÌɯɯÎÓÈËɯ

to see that the commentary relies on IHL, including AP I to the Geneva Convention, and on 

extensive jurisprudence, ÈÍÍÐÙÔÐÕÎɯ ɯ ÛÏÈÛɯ ɁÈÕàɯ ÊÐÝÐÓÐÈÕɯ ×Ö×ÜÓÈÛÐÖÕɂɯ ÚÏÖuld be interpreted 

broadly,  most famously in relation to characterization of a population as a civilian in armed 

conflicts and the collective nature of the crime; 

2.  Úɯ ÍÖÙɯ ÛÏÌɯ ɁÞÐÛÏɯ ÒÕÖÞÓÌËÎÌɯ ÖÍɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÈÛÛÈÊÒɂɯ ÞÌɯ ÈÓÚÖɯ ÈÎÙÌÌɯ ÞÐÛÏɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÑÜÙÐÚ×ÙÜËÌÕÊÌɯ and 

commentaries that the motive of the perpetrator for taking part in the attack is irrelevant. 

required elements.  

 

Moving to the acts themselves:  
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contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance to 

ÛÏÌɯ(+"ɯÛÐÛÓÌËɯɁ3ÏÌɯÐÕÊÓÜÚÐÖÕɯÖÍɯ ËËÐÛÐÖÕÈÓɯ1ÌÓÌÝÈÕÛɯ ÜÛÏÖÙÐÛàɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ#ÙÈÍÛɯ ÙÛÐÊÓÌÚɯÖÕɯ"ÙÐÔÌÚɯ

Against 'ÜÔÈÕÐÛàɂȭɯ(ÕɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÚÜÉÔÐÚÚÐÖÕȮɯÛÏÌàɯÙÌÊÖÔÔÌÕËɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌɯËÌÍÐÕÐÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯ×ÌÙÚÌÊÜÛÐÖÕɯ

include concepts of racial profiling, racial violence, acts of racial hatred, racial segregation, 

racial subordination;  

4. The State of Palestine is following closely the ongoing discussions on Article 2(3) and is still 

examining it. 

 

On Articles 3 and 4, the State of Palestine will further engage in the informal but would like to briefly 

affirm that the central idea in the draft articles is to build up national laws and national jurisdiction 

with respect to crimes against humanity and to place States Parties in a cooperative relationship to 

prevent and punish crimes against humanity. It is critical that the obligation to take domestic measures 


