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Chairperson,

| have the honour to deliver this statement on behalf of the African Group.

The African Group would like to thank the Secret@gneral for his reports ae
Administration of Justice at the United Nations contained in document# 1417 and
Al77/1%6.

Chairperson,

The African Groupattachs greatimportanceo an independent, impartial, transparent,
and professionalized administration of the justice system within the United Nations
convinced that the lattewill contribute to a responsible management of administrative
disputesof United Nations personnihe African Group wishes to highlight that informal conflict resc

is an equally
crucial canponentof the system of administration of justice within the United Natasst
reduces resorts wnnecessaritigation and is cost effectivé.hus, we encourage continued
recourse to the informal resolution of wakdated disputesn this context, we are pleased to
note that increaseduseof mediationby the Office in appropriate casebas contributed to
successfly resolving issues without having resort to litigation.

The Group commends the United Nations Justice System for persisting despite the
immense challenges posed by the CdlM@dpandemic. The United Nations Justice System
continued to function using flexwork arrangements in order to ensure business continuity,
cognizant of the added value ofperson presence.

We take note of theecommendation of the Internal Justice Council to appoint the
Presidents of the Tribunals for sewsar terms and note the diverse views of the Dispute
Tribunal, the Appeals Tribunal and the Secretariat.



The group isalsopleased teseea decrease in thieacklog of pending casdy the
United Nations Dispute Tribunal.

Chairperson,

The Group note with concernthat field personnetontinual to carry the highest
number of caseload, as they face both hardship and stress related to the nature of their
contractual status.

Measures taken by the Secret@gneral to strengthen the work of the Office of Legal
Assistance to better support stgfarticularly those working in the fieldre a welcomed step
In ensuring access the United Nationsinternal justice system.

The Groupreiterates it@ppreciabn for the combined support provided by the Office
RI $GPLQLVWUDW LR Q eRdrts ¥o\statibpEnd) forser-revdséhatioincluding
by providingthemsounddispute and appeals toolkitsremaingmportant thaapplicants who
decideto be seHrepresented have all the necessafgrmation to successfully file a case and
be cafident to have a fair and satisfactory outcome.

In the same vein, and while acknowledging the current financial constraints on the



