


As indicated by the Portuguese Prime Minister in his address to the 75" General
Assembly this year, in light of the pandemic Portugal extended access to its
National Health Service to all migrants and refugees, regardless of their status or

legal situation.

Indeed, approximately 130 000 aliens with pending proceedings on immigration or
asylum-seeking before Portuguese authorities by the date on which a State of
Emergency was declared in Portugal have been granted temporary residence
status. The implementation of this measure has been extended once (to last to
the end of this October) and the Portuguese Government is considering extending
it to 2021.

In addition to avoiding certain cases of expulsions, this measure recognises aliens
as vulnerable persons and ensures that they enjoy equal rights to health, social
support, employment and housing as Portuguese nationals during a particularly

difficult time for public health.

We believe this type of provisional, pragmatic and humane measures to be in

accordance with the spirit of the Draft Articles.
Portugal encourages Member States to find creative solutions within their domestic

legal framework to uphold the safety and human dignity of aliens in their territory

during this very trying pandemic challenge.

Thank you , Mr. Chairman.



