
Statement by

H.E Mr. Abbass Bagherpour,

Director-General for International Legal Affairs

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the United Nations

The Sixth Committee of the 14"^ Session of the UN Gieneral Assembly

On Report of the International Law Commission on the Work of its seventy first session
(Agenda Item 82)

Cluster II - Chps: VI (Protection of the environment in relation to armed conflicts), VIII
(Immunity of State officials from foreign criminal jurisdiction)

Please check against delivery

In the name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful

Mr. Chairman,

We appreciate the Commission for the adoption of the draft principles and its
commentaries on the first reading On "Protection of the environment in relation
to armed conflicts". I would also like to thank the Special Rapporteur Ms. Marje
Letho for preparation of the second report which focuses on the responsibility of
states and non-states actors and the protection of natural resources.

As a general comment, we reiterate that the present Draft Principles and
commentaries thereto would be merely limited to international armed conflicts,
as its application to non-international armed conflicts, from a technical point of
view, bring about some difficulties in the description of obligations of non-state
actors and the threshold of non-international armed conflicts. Moreover, the
international and non-intemational armed conflicts are different in nature and
therefore, the application of related rules in the non-intemational domain would
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especially 



fundamental division of opinions on certain issues among members, raising
difficulty to conclude whether draft article 7 reflects lex lata. Therefore, we
believe that it is not possible to remedy through procedural safeguards the
substantive flaws in draft article 7. Moreover, we believe that the Special
Rapportem- has stepped into the path of progressive development of
international law by proposing draft article 7 which does not benefit from
sufficient, widespread, representative and consistent state practice. This is why
we do not 



We reiterate that the discussion on procedural issues is essential to ensure that
immunities are respected in order to safeguard the stability of international
relations as well as respect for the sovereign 


