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Mr. Chairman,

Concerning the topic "Succession of States in respect of State responsibility", the Czech
Republic welcomes the Third Report of the Special Rapporteur, Professor Pavel Sturma, and
notes with satisfaction the adoption by the Commission of draft articles 1, 2 and 5 together
with commentaries thereto. We also commend the Secretariat for its Memorandum and take

note of the interim report of the Drafting committee on draft articles 7, 8 and 9. I will first
offer some comments on the articles adopted by the Commission.

Concerning draft article 1. its paragraph 1 captures adequately the material scope of the

present topic on general level. Draft articles X and Y, recently proposed by the Special
Rapporteur for insertion in Part Two and Fart Three, will in our view further contribute to
the clarification of the material scope by specifying the temporal aspects of the commission of

the international wrongful act by the predecessor State and the reparation.

We note that the Commission decided to maintain paragraph 2 of draft article 1, proposed by

the Drafting Committee, despite the doubts about the utility of such provision expressed by

several delegations a year ago. Paragraph 2 is a mere restatement of an obvious principle

according to which States may derogate by mutual agreements from dispositive rules of

international law. In this respect, we note that references to such agreements between States

concerned appear also in some other we 



Second, for the purpose of this topic it is irrelevant whether the internationally wrongful act of

the Predecessor State was a single act or an act having a continuing character. In case that full

reparation for injury full



article is concerned. In our view, by shifting the focus from the question of reparation of

injury (proposed by the Special Rapporteur) to that of invocation of responsibility, this
provision does not capture satisfactorily the fact that this article applies also to situations
when the injured State invoked responsibility of the predecessor State already 



Mr. Chairman,

Turning now to the topic of "General principles of law", we would like to thank and

congratulate Special Rapporteur, Mr. Marcelo Vazquez-Bemnidez, on submission of his first

report on that topic. As we stated last year, we expect the Commission to provide states with

practical and concrete conclusions, commentaries and clarification of terms based on analysis

of State practice, jurisprudence and views of scholars concerning this topic. In this regard, we

appreciate that the Commission requested the Secretariat to prepare a memorandum surveying

the practice of States and case law of international courts and tribimals relevant for this topic.

Let me now comment on some issues contained in the first report as well as issues which

arose during Commission's debate. Firstly, some members of the Commission suggested that

an illustrative list of general principles of law be prepared and provided as an annex to the

future draft conclusions. We agree with the Special Rapporteur that this might be incomplete

and would divert attention away fi-om the central aspects of the topic. On the other hand, we

are of the opinion that examples of general principles of law with relevant references should

be included in the commentaries to pertinent draft conclusions.

We are also doubtful about the possibility of addressing "regional" and "bilateral" general

principles of law. We are particularly doubtful as to the existence of such principles or at least

of their relevance for the purposes of the present topic. Since the topic concerns general
principles of law, we believe that the discussion has to be limited to such principles, which
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