
Note No. 38/2018 

The Permanent Mission of Australia to the United Nations presents its compliments to the Secretary
General of the United Nations and has the honour to refer to the note verbale, reference 
LA/COD/59/1, and to General Assembly resolution 721120, requesting information and observations 
from Member States on "the scope and application of the principle of universal jurisdiction". 

The Permanent Mission of Australia has the honour to convey the attached submission outlining the 
the observations and views of the Commonwealth of Australia on this matter. 

The Permanent Mission of Australia to the United Nations avails itself of this opportunity to renew 
to the Secretary-General ofthe United Nations the assurances of its highest consideration. 

NEW YORK 
28 April 2018 
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are comprehensively criminalised under Australian law, and that Australia has the 
legal capacity to investigate and prosecute those crimes in accordance with the 
principle of universal jurisdiction. 
Australia has an established framework for ensuring that perpetrators of serious 
crimes of international concern are brought to justice. This framework is based on 
three pillars: border security (i.e. detecting suspected criminals as they enter 
Australia), domestic investigation and prosecution; and international crime 
cooperation (including the provision of mutual legal assistance to foreign countries 
and tribunals and extradition of accused persons). 




