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THE SCOPE AND APPLICATION OF THE PRINCIPLE OF UNIVERSAL JURISDICTION  
 

 

Mr. Chairman,  

The previous Secretary-General, Ban Ki-moon, famously stated in 2010 that the era of impunity 

is over and that we are witnessing the new age of accountability. And indeed, progress in the 

fight against impunity for the most serious crimes under international law has been significant. 

Most importantly, (r )-44(t)-4(h)5(e )-45(8e8sm(o)---
1 0 0 1 72.10 0 1 72.49.13 Tm
 8sm(o)--h)5( )-e

remains a significant impunity 

gap with a large number of perpetrators operating beyond the Court’s jurisdictional reach. 

Thus, universality of the Rome Statute continues to be an important goal, while it is not one 

that is easy to achieve. The impunity gap is all the more dramatic as the Security Council is 
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Mr. Chairman, 

The principle of universal jurisdiction allows States to pursue alleged perpetrators for grave 

international crimes such as genocide, war crimes, crimes against humanity, torture, slavery 

and piracy – as outlined in the Princeton Principles on Universal Jurisdiction. This is irrespective 

of the nationality of the perpetrator or victim or the territory of the State on which the crimes 

were committed. 
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to the Court was vetoed in the Security Council in 2014. Consequently, universal jurisdiction 

constitutes one of the few opportunities for States to show that there are at least cracks in the 

impunity wall. As a result, there is an increasing number of prosecutions in various European 

courts against Syrian perpetrators. Liechtenstein welcomes all efforts of Member States to this 

end.2 In this context, we wish to recall the important role that the International, Impartial and 

Independent Mechanism (IIIM) for Syria can play and encourage all States to cooperate with it 

and to support it politically and financially. With respect to the topic under discussion, we 

would like to recall that the Mechanism will generally not share information in circumstances in 

which a trial may be held in absentia on the basis of universal jurisdiction.3 

 

While the application and the scope of the principle of universal jurisdiction remain limited, 

States should be encouraged to continue making use of it in cases of atrocities crimes and 

where all other efforts, national or international, have failed.   

 

I thank you.  

 

                                              
2  Human Rights Watch: “These are the crimes we are fleeing. Justice for Syria in Swedish and German 
Courts” - 3 October 2017.  
3 A/71/755, paragraph 20 


