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Mr. Chairman,

I have the honour to deliver this statement on behalf of the fourteen (14) Member States of

the Caribbean Community.

CARICOM associates itself with the statement delivered by the El Salvador on behalf of the

Community of Latin American and Caribbean States (CELAC).

We also thank the Secretary General for the report contained in document A/72/112 on

this agenda item, which provides further comments and observations from Governments

and Observers as well as information on relevant applicable international treaties and legal

rules and judicial practices. We consider this information very useful to the further

development of this important international legal concept.

Mr. Chairman,

CARICOM advances that certain crimes pose such a serious threat to and affect the

fundamental interests of the international community as a whole, that it is the

responsibility and moral duty of States to investigate and prosecute, in accordance with

international law, perpetrators of heinous crimes. No place should become a "safe haven"

for perpetrators of crimes such as genocide, torture, crimes against humanity, war crimes

and the crime of aggression.

CARICOM recognizes universal jurisdiction as a legal concept which offers a subsidiary

basis for promoting accountability, bridging the impunity gap, and strengthening

international justice systems. We consider the application of universal jurisdiction as an

important means of reducing unevenness in the landscape of international justice. The

application of universal jurisdiction helps ensure that the perpetrators of the most serious

crimes of concern to the international community are brought to justice and the victims are

able to obtain redress.

We support the jurisdiction of the International Criminal Court (ICC) and its foundational
principle of complementarity, which is only invoked when States are unable or unwilling to
conduct an effective investigation and prosecution of alleged perpetrators. We therefore

recognize that the creation of the ICC does not diminish the need for effective
implementation of universal jurisdiction. We underline that national courts have the

primary the



Mr. Chairman,

CARICOM recalls discussions during previous sessions of the General Assembly on

establishing guidelines for the scope and exercise of universal jurisdiction, including

possible list of crimes, conditions for its application, and its relationship with existing



I thank jraiu.
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