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Mr. Chairman,

Allow me at the outset to congratulate you on your election as Chair and we wish to assure you of my
delegation's full support. It is always very heartening for my delegation to see a fellow small island
developing State, Chair such an important committee as the Sixth. We likewise wish to congratulate the
members of your Bureau for their election to their various posts.

Mr. Chairman,

In the debate preceding the adoption of the General Assembly resolution 71/148 of the 13"* December
2016, member States were invited to focus their comments on the subtopic entitled "Ways and means to
further disseminate international law to strengthen the rule of law I would like to thank the Secretary-
General for his reports on "Strengthening and coordinating United Nations rule of law activities" and the
"Review of the regulations to give effect to Article 102 of the Charter of the United Nations" which we
fully welcome.

Mr. Chairman,

Tonga wishes to 



Mr. Chairman,

The effective implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable development is a priority for Tonga and
we share the view that the rule of law at the national and international level plays a critical 


