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Thank you Mr. Chairman,

Israel welcomes the opportunity to engage in a meaningful and professional exchange of views

regarding the rule of law, a topic to which Israel ascribes great importance on both the national

and international level.

The maintenance of and respect for the rule of law is key to the promotion of stability and human

ri^ts, and to ensure sustainable development. This is why Israel believes that a fhiitful

conversation on the topic is conducive to the strengthening these important values.

Mr. Chairman,

On the national level, the rule of law is the essence of any democracy. Good governance,

checks and balances, and a robust, independent and impartial judiciary are indispensable for the

proper maintenance of the rule of law.

From the outset, Israel was and remains, a country that is comprised of many different cultural,

religious and ethnic groups. This diversity makes it all the more important that democratic

principles are guaranteed and upheld. The principle of equality before the law, alongside other

democratic values, is enshrined in our Declaration of Independence, and in our Basic Law:

Human Dignity and Liberty. These laws and principles form the comerstone of our governmental

system, and ensure that minority rights are respected, allowing each cultural, ethnic and religious

group coexist and thrive.

Israel's commitment to human rights is unwavering, as is reflected by our membership in all

major human rights treaties Independence, 





positions in the ministry are held by women. We believe that the diversity of the system that

makes, interprets and applies laws is key to ensuring that the unique needs of various groups are

kept in mind during these processes. In this vein, Israel has seen significantly more judges,

prosecutors and legal advisers who come from Israel's various minority groups.

Israel also appreciates the importance of access to justice. We grant broad standing rights before

our Supreme Court that allow citizens and non-citizens alike, including civil society

organizations to petition the High Court directly, as a court of first instance, when questions of

civil, human rights and due process arise.

Real access to justice requires providing support and guidance to those who are involved in both

civil and criminal proceedings, and cannot afford to finance proper representation that will allow

them to fully make their case. Israel is proud to provide substantial support to both litigants and

defendants. Israel's civil Legal Aid legislation is 45 years old, and amended often in the process

of constant review and improvement. Israel's Public Defenders office is over 20 years old and

provides representation in over 30,000 cases annually. In recent years, the Israeli PDO also

undertook important projects under the auspices of the UNODC in both Liberia and Vietnam to

build and promote public defender offices, and consequently support and expand the rule of law,

on a global level.

Mr. Chairman,

On the international level, maintaining the rule of law requires an effective multilateral system,

founded on intemational law. In this regard, 



With respect to the contribution of international tribunals to the rule of law on the international

level, we join other delegations in emphasizing the 


