


Mr. Chdrman,

The Chinese delegation thanks Mr. Ruslan Varankov, Chairman of the

Special Committee, for his presentation of the Committee's work at its 2017

annual session.

The Special Committee is the only permanent meeting mechanism

within the UN framework to discuss issues related to the Charter of the

United Nations and the strengthening of the role of the Organization. China

has always attached importance to the positive role of the Committee and

supported the Committee in carrying out its work within its purview as

mandated by the General Assembly.

Mr. Chairman,

" Pacific settlement of disputes and its impact on the maintenance of

peace " is an important proposal considered by the Committee under the

item " peaceful settlement of disputes . China consistently advocates

peaceful settlement of disputes, and is of the view that international disputes

should be properly settled through negotiation, dialogue and consultation

between the parties. At the same time, we maintain that the legitimate right

of all countries to choose freely peaceful means of dispute settlement must

be fully respected, and that the principle of States' consent must be strictly

complied with. The Chinese delegation has noted that at the Special

Committee's 2017 annual session, it was agreed that a thematic debate will

be held every year under this agenda item to discuss peacefiil means of

dispute settlement provided for in Chapter VI of the UN Charter, in

particular Article 33. We express our appreciation to all delegations for

advancing the Special Committee's consideration of tibis agenda item in a

constructive spirit and by conse486 Tm
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