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Mr Chairman 

My delegation has the honour to deliver this statement on behalf of the 
African Group. The African Group associates itself with the Statement 
delivered by the distinguished representative of the Islamic Republic of Iran 
speaking on behalf of the Non-Aligned Movement. At the outset, the African 
Group would like to thank the Secretary-General for his report contained in 
document A/71/167. 

Mr Chairman 

With the number of United Nations Officials and Experts on Mission steadily 
increasing, and especially considering the number of UN peacekeeping 
missions active in Africa, this topic is as relevant today as it was at its 
inception, if not even more important. As you if on 
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In the meetings and deliberations that have preceded the present one, 
several delegations have expressed the view, with which the African Group 
concurs, that the existence of jurisdictional gaps in ensuring accountability 
lead to criminality, especially in situations where the host State is unable to 
exercise its criminal jurisdiction with respect to an alleged offender, and 
where the State of nationality of the alleged offender is not in a position to 
assert its jurisdiction over crimes committed in the host State. We are of the 
view that the remedial measures adopted under several GA Resolutions on 
this matter, if properly implemented, could address the issue of jurisdictional 
gaps. While a preference is expressed by some Member States for a 
predominant role to be played by the host State, the African Group and other 
Member States prefer to emphasize the role of the State of nationality. We 
commend the Organization for its efforts to refer cases of possible crimes of 
a serious nature to the State of nationality. 

Mr Chairman 

The African Group also welcomes the measures implemented by the United 
Nations regarding existing training on UN standards of conduct, including 
through pre-deployment and in-mission induction training and awareness 
raising programmes. We further measures implemented W e  T h 9 m 3 1 h r . . u 1 
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