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Mr. Chairman, 

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union and its Member States. 

The Candidate Countries the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia*, Montenegro*, Serbia* 

and Albania*, the country of the Stabilisation and Association Process and potential candidate 

Bosnia and Herzegovina, ar81engw.6071 Tc 5wellerzegovina, i 8  B o s n i 15 n d  S t a t e s .  
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We praise the efficient work of the UN Office of Legal Affairs in discharging the UN functions 

of depositary of multilateral treaties and linked to their registration and publication in accordance 

with Article 102 of the UN Charter. We welcome the use of new technologies for the Treaty 

Section database, which constitutes a particularly useful tool for legal practitioners across the 

world, making information accessible and transparent. We commend the work of the Office of 

Legal Affairs in the area of capacity-building and training activities related to the promotion of 

the law of treaties and treaty practice. 

We support the Secretary-General's annual treaty event that triggered since the year 2000 an 

increased number of signatures and ratifications of international treaties. We welcome the fact 

that more and more States have ratified important multilateral conventions, in particular in the 

field of human rights, the fight against terrorism, anti-corruption, the fight against trafficking and 

transnational organized crime, as well as the law of the sea. Where the EU and its Member States 

have lent their active and undivided support to the adoption and effective implementation of key 

multilateral legal instruments - such as the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court 

(ICC), the Arms Trade Treaty or the Kyoto Protocol - their voice has often been decisive in 

ensuring the 'critical mass' to facilitate their entry into force. 

At COP 21, which will take place in Paris later this year, we seek a fair, ambitious and legally­

binding agreement on climate change, applicable to all, that covers both mitigation and adaptation 

in order to limit temperature increase to a maximum of2°C. 

We also welcome the work undertaken by the UN to support the implementation of multilateral 

treaties at the national level, for example through assistance to constitutional and legal reforms. 

An effective legal system, in conformity with international obligations, leads to political and 

socio-economic stability, allowing to boost entrepreneurship as well as public and private sector 

investment. 

We are firm supporters of the International Criminal Court and other international criminal 

tribunals for their critical role in promoting the rule of law, fighting impunity, and ensuring 

accountability for the most serious crimes of concern to the International Community. We 

support an effective and efficient interplay between national justice systems and the ICC, in 

accordance with the principle of complementarity enshrined in the Rome Statute, and bearing in 
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mind the importance of international cooperation and judicial assistance in that matter. In July 

this year, the EU adopted an ambitious new Action Plan on Human Rights and Democracy which 

will guide our work for the next five years: this places a strong focus on support to justice and the 

rule of law. The EU will adopt by the end of the year a policy on support to transitional justice 

which will ensure that the EU continues to play an active and consistent role in situations where 

past violations or abuses have occurred. 

We welcome the fact that the Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary General for 

Children and Armed Conflict has continued to work with the ICC to pursue accountability for 

crimes against children affected by armed conflict and to strengthen their protection from the 

most serious crimes. We acknowledge the important role of the ICTY, ICTR, and the 

International Residual Mechanism Criminal Tribunals. We also acknowledge the important role 

of the Residual Special Court for Sierra Leone, the Special Tribunal for Lebanon and the 

Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia and their need for voluntary contributions. 

We welcome the efforts of various UN entities in supporting the work of international and 

national judicial institutions, and in particular in investigating and prosecuting conflict-related 

sexual violence, as well as in addressing wo11.8 0(in )Tj
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We reaffirm our attachment to the Declaration of the high-level meeting of the General Assembly 

on the rule of law at the national and international levels adopted by consensus on 24 September 

2012. We support a comprehensive further consideration of the rule of law and of its linkages 

withhe 



• 



Declaration au nom de l'Union europeenne et de ses Etats membres 
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Monsieur Gilles Marhic 
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Monsieur le President, 

J'ai l'honneur de parler au nom de l'Union europeenne et de ses Etats membres. 

L'ancienne Republique yougoslave de Macedoine*, le Montenegro*, la Serbie* et l'Albanie*, 

pays candidats, la Bosnie-Herzegovine, pays du processus de stabilisation et d'association et 

candidat potentiel, ainsi que !'Ukraine, la Republique de Moldavie et la Georgie se rallient a la 

presente declaration. 

L'Assemblee generale a invite les Etats membres des Nations Unies a concentrer leurs remarques 

dans ce debat de la Sixieme Commission sur le sous-theme intitule : " Le role des processus 

d'etablissement des traites multilateraux dans la promotion et le renforcement de l'Etat de droit ". 

Nous accueillons positivement le rapport du Secretaire general du 27 juillet 2015 sur le 

renforcement et la coordination de l'action des Nations Unies dans le domaine de l'Etat de droit, 

dont la premiere partie est consacree ace sous-theme. Le resume analytique des differents debats 

thematiques sur l'Etat de droit, annexe au rapport, constitue un excellent outil pour reflechir sur la 

fac;on d'orienter plus avant nos discussions sur l'Etat de droit, en prenant en compte la nature 

transversale de cette question. 

Nous considerons que les traites multilateraux jouent un role determinant en etablissant des regles 

communes a toutes les Nations, et qu'ils renforcent un systeme international fonde sur la regle de 

droit. Les traites multilateraux representent un outil d'importance vitale pour la promotion de 

relations intemationales dans lesquelles la justice et la paix prevalent, que ce soit dans le domaine 

des droits de l'homme, du commerce, de l'environnement ou du developpement. L'Union 

europeenne est partie a un nombre croissant d'accords intemationaux, souvent aux cotes de ses 

Etats membres : sa participation aux traites multilateraux a contribue a renforcer le droit des 

traites, ainsi que la pratique afferente, de maniere efficace. 

Nous soulignons le role de l'Assemblee generale dans le lancement, la negociation et la 

conclusion de processus d'etablissement de traites multilateraux. Nous accueillons positivement 

en particulier !'adoption par l'Assemblee generale le 19 juin 2015 de la resolution 69/292 sur 

!'elaboration, dans le cadre de la Convention des Nations Unies sur le droit de la mer, d'un 

• L'ancienne Republique yougoslave de Macedoine, le 
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instrument international juridiquement contraignant sur la conservation et l'exploitation durable 

de la biodiversite marine des zones situees au-dela des limites de la juridiction national e. 

Nous saluons le travail efficace du Bureau des Affaires juridiques des Nations Unies lorsqu'il 

s'acquitte des fonctions de depositaire de traites multilateraux, et des fonctions liees a leur 

enregistrement et leur publication, conformement a l'article 102 de la Charte des Nations Unies. 

Nous nous felicitons de l'utilisation de nouvelles technologies pour la base de donnees de la 

Section des Traites, qui constitue un outil particulierement utile pour les praticiens du droit clans 

le monde entier, clans la mesure ou il permet de rendre l'information accessible et transparente. 

Nous saluons le travail du Bureau des Affaires juridiques en matiere de renforcement des 

capacites et de formation clans le domaine de la promotion du droit des traites et de la pratique 

afferente. 

Nous exprimons notre soutien a la ceremonie annuelle des traites organisee par le Secretaire 

general, 





coordination et de conseil des Nations Unies sur l'Etat de droit, preside par le Vice-Secretaire 

general et soutenu par le Groupe de l'Etat de droit. Nous accueillons positivement et continuons a 
encourager les briefings thematiques organises en 2015 par le Groupe de l'Etat de droit avec le 

soutien de l'Autriche, du Liechtenstein et du Mexique, comme un moyen de rehausser le dialogue 

avec les Etats membres des Nations Unies. Nous accueillons egalement de fa9on positive les 

evenements organises de concert par le Groupe de l'Etat de droit, !'Afghanistan, le Bresil, Chypre, 

la Cote d'Ivoire, la Hongrie, Singapour, l'Afrique du Sud, Trinite-et-Tobago et les Etats-Unis, 

pour partager !'experience acquise clans la 

p a r  p a r t a g e r  
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les pays partenaires qui en ont le plus besoin afin d'assurer que personne n'est laisse pour compte 

dans la mise en reuvre du nouveau programme. Nous appelons chacun a apporter sa juste 

contribution a cet effort. 

Je vous remercie. 
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