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Thank you, Mr. Chairman, for giving me the floor. 

I would like to congratulate you, Mr. Chairman, and the other members of the 

Bureau, for assuming the leadership of the Sixth Committee for the seventieth 

session. On behalf of the Legal Counsel, who would have been delighted to be 

present today, I wish to convey to you all the best wishes for a successful and 

productive session. 

I also have the pleasure of representing the Deputy Secretary-General who 

chairs the Rule of Law Coordination and Resource Group, in introducing the 

Secretary-General's report on the rule of law which is before you. 

Anniversaries, as we all know, are opportunities to reflect- to consider what 

has been achieved, assess challenges and engage in new efforts to meet future 

objectives. This is as valid for institutions as it is for human beings. 

Seventy years into its existence, the United Nations has a strong legacy to 

which this Committee has actively contributed. It also faces many challenges in 

supporting Member States' efforts to strengthen the rule of law at the international 

and national levels. 



Discussions begin this morning on this very topic, which has now been the 

subject of deliberations in the work of the Sixth Committee since 2006. 

In his report on Strengthening and coordinating United Nations rule of law 

activities, which is contained in document A/70/206, the Secretary-General has 

highlighted the broad range of work carried out by the various United Nations 

entities that are members of the Rule of Law Coordination and Resource Group 

(RoLCRG). As in recent years, this report covers developments during the year in 

relation to, first, the promotion of the rule of law at the international level, second, 

the United Nations support for the rule of law at the national level, and third, efforts 

undertaken to strengthen system-wide coordination and coherence. In follow up to 

the request of the General Assembly, in resolution 69/123, it also includes an 

analytical summary of the thematic debates on the rule of law held from the sixty­

first to the sixty-eight sessions of the General Assembly. 
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the Office of Legal Affairs, given the remit of its activities since the establishment of 

the Organization. 

I would thus like to seize this opportunity to highlight a few aspects of the way 

in which OLA supports, through the discharge.of its various mandates, the 

development of a robust, open and transparent multilateral treaty framework- a 

commitment reflected in the Preamble of the Charter, which underlines the 

collective resolyt the 



- OLA aims, first, to provide a unified central legal service for the Secretariat 



relatively mature system of international law, anchored in a web of treaties, at the 

core of which lies a series of law-making international conventions. 

A number of General Assembly bodies have significantly contributed over the 

years to this transformation, including - indeed - this Committee - the Legal 

Committee - which is primarily tasked in assisting the General Assembly with the 

progressive development of international law and its codification under Article 13 (1) 

(a) of the UN Charter. It is needless to say that the framework for the elaboration of 

multilateral instruments in the United Nations, system-wide, is particularly broad in 

number as well as in scope. Not only are the other main Committees of the General 

Assembly involved in this process, so are the specialised agencies and the IAEA, as 

well as the funds and programmes. 

As far as the Sixth Committee is concerned, it discharges the Assembly's 

Charter function with the support of a number of other bodies, in particular the 

International Law Commission, Ad Hoe committees established to consider particular 

issues, the Special Committee on the Charter of the United Nations and on the 

Strengthening of the Role of the Organization, and the United Nations Commission 

on International Trade Law ("UNCITRAL"). Further, when it has been deemed 

appropriate, diplomatic conferences have also been convened to elaborate 

instruments. 

I would wish to distinguish two phases in relation to which the Office of Legal 

Affairs assists in the fulfilment of the various mandates entrusted t7.6ne-4 Tm
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today, while UNCITRAL is supported by the International Trade Law Division, in 

Vienna. In addition, the Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea provides 

substantive services to ad hoe bodies established to strengthen the law of the sea 

regime, while the Treaty Section provides assistance in relation to the drafting of 

final clauses. At that stage, the advice of the Office of the Legal Counsel and the 

General Legal Division may also be sought on the rules of procedures governing the 

negotiations, or the institutional or other implications of any mechanisms 

contemplated in the draft instrument. 

The post-conclusion phase of multilateral treaties is equally notable for 

mandates discharged by all units of OLA: the Office of the Legal Counsel and the 

Codification Division, in relation to requests for clarification on the context within 

which certain instruments or provisions thereof may have been adopted or on legal 

issues arising therefrom, the General Legal Division, which remains engaged to 

advise on any institutional arrangements or procedures; the Division for Ocean 

Affairs and the Law of the Sea, with respect to a range of services relating to the 

application of the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea and related instruments; the 

International Trade Law Division, in its effort, e.g., to ensure a uniform interpretation 

and application of international conventions, and the Treaty Section, as far as the 

exercise of the depositary functions under multilateral treaties and the registration 

and publication of treaties under Article 102 of the Charter are concerned. 

* 

Capacity development, training and education activities in international law 
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All these functions that I have just referred to, which are aimed at promoting 



programmes at UN Headquarters and at the regional level in relation to the 

depositary, registration and publication functions it discharges. 

A substantial amount of resources within the Office of Legal Affairs is thus 

dedicated to training and education activities, within existing resources, and your 

support is indeed welcome to allow us to continue, and hopefully build on, these 

important tasks. 

* 

Establishing and promoting international mechanisms open to the States for the 

peaceful resolution of their disputes 

Allow me to turn, now, to the contribution of OLA to the promotion of 

international mechanisms open to States for the peaceful resolution of their 

disputes, which is another area through which the Office of the Legal Counsel is 

actively supporting a cornerstone of the rule of law at the international level, i.e., 

international dispute settlement mechanisms, including- but not limited to - treaty 

related disputes: as we all know, once multilateral and bilateral treaties are 

concluded, the parties may disagree as to their implementation, application and 

interpretation. 

At the outset, I would note that the question of the settlement of disputes has 

been discussed on a regular basis in this Committee and related bodies - including in 

the ILC- typically, in connection with specific provisions in texts under consideration, 

or in order to enhance awareness of the choice of means provided for under Article 
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33 of the Charter. Accordingly, the divisions of OLA performing substantive servicing 

for these bodies may be called upon to provide assistance in this regard. 

Further, the International Court of Justice, the 
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*** 

To conclude, I would like to underline that this overview of the various aspects 

of the pre- and post-conclusion phases of the multilateral treaty processes, as well as 

other rule of law related-activities of OLA, is by no means intended to be exhaustive. 

As stated by way 




