


Madrid Declaration and Plan of Action on Combating Terrorism in West and 
Central Africa. These initiatives are important mechanisms for 
strengthening the capacity of African countries to adopt coordinated 
approaches on countering terrorism. Measures aimed at ensuring the more 
effective implementation of counter-terrorism conventions and related UN 
resolutions, as well as capacity-building in developing countries are vital for 
an international law approach to combating terrorism. In this regard, we 
remain committed to cooperating with the United Nations and other 
international partners to further improve the Continent's capacity to 
effectively implement its obligations in the fight against terror and in the 
implementation of related UN resolutions. 

Mr Chairman 

Kidnapping and hostage-taking are two critical means by which terrorist 
raise funds for their nefarious acts. The African Group considers that the 
financing of terrorism is a matter of grave concern for the international 
community and is equally concerned that the payment of ransoms to 
terrorist groups constitutes one of the main sources of financing for 
terrorism. In this regard, the African Group urges Member States to 
cooperate in addressing the issue of the payment of ransoms to terrorist 
groups. In the same vein, the African Group also condemns the unilateral 
formulation of lists accusing States of allegedly supporting terrorism. This is 
in conflict with international law and constitutes a form of psychological and 
political terrorism. 

In conclusion, Mr Chairman 

The African Group appreciates the work done by the Ad Hoe Committee in 
drafting a comprehensive convention on international terrorism. We 
reiterate the importance of the early conclusion of a comprehensive 
convention for combating international terrorism and the continued effort to 
that end. The African Group expresses its preparedness and willingness to 
work actively with other delegations to continuously refine the United 
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